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Traders Point, how are we doing? | want to welcome, again, everyone here at
Northwest, all of our campuses around our city, and those watching online. It is
always such a gift and an honor to share with our entire church family.

Many of you know me from our Carmel campus, hey, thank you Carmel
campus. Or perhaps from some of our disciple making spaces around here. I'm
so excited to share with you all again today.

Pastor Aaron has done a phenomenal job lining up for us this summer some
really giffed communicators, leaders and pastors to pour info our church. And |
know many of you were blessed, as | was last week, to hear back from Pastor
Ryan. Can we just put our hands together and send some honor to everybody
who invested in us this summer?

Well, as you heard, this is a big weekend too, guys. This is a Next Gen
celebration weekend. We had over 1,300 kids and students attend camps this
summer through Traders Point. Get this—379 of them made decisions to follow
Jesus for the very first fime. Come on. Celebrate thaf!

Aren't you guys so excited that we have a church full of the next generation?
Man, Next Gen, we love you. |l want you to hear this. We believe in you. We
wantf fo investin you to equip you for battle, deploy you for impact outf into the
world.

Many of you, foday, are going to make that public profession of faith, faking that
next step of obedience to go through the waters of baptism. And perhaps
some of you will be inspired by them and join them,

We're going to continue in our journey through the gospel of Mark. We are in
Part 4: The Kingdom Revealed. | want you to grab your Bibles and turn with me
fo chapter 8 We're going to be there in just a moment.

Last week Pastor Ryan walked us through how Jesus was ministering to the
people in the various regions around the Sea of Gallee—the Gentile regions.
This is the non-Jewish part of that area. And if you remember, He cast out a
demon out of a Gentile girl, then He healed a Gentile man who was deaf and
couldn't speak because of that.




As aresult, the crowds began to form again. And people came from all around
looking for something from Jesus.

Have you guys ever felf ike someone wanted something from you? | know you
have. You show up af work and your boss wants something from you ASAP—
yesterday. Right? Or, you've got your co-worker who just needs five minutes of
your fime. | guarantee you that is the longest 45 minutes of your week right
there. You know?

Or, maybe let's say you are a couple of tfeen-aged boys. Hypothetically, your
dad needs you on a Saturday to help him mulch your one acre yard with 25
plus trees. Hypothetically. Sorry, boys.

And don't get me started on parenting small children. It is almost exclusively a
never ending train of them needing something from you. Can | get an amen? Oh,
there we go. There we go.

Guys, you see us older parents—we forget. We really do. | was reminded of
that here this weekend, or two weeks ago. | was with my family and my
brothers and my six litftle nieces and nephews. Oh, they are adorable. I love
them so much. But they are little and they are many. And, guys. | want to
validate you, parents. It is utterly exhausting. | went home after that weekend
and | crashed so hard. My Apple watch gave me a perfect score two daysin a
row—never happened before. Probably never going to happen again.

Somebody always wants something from us, don't they? Now, it's not all bad, of
course. But it's always present. And when they do, how does it make you feel? |
guess it probably depends, somewhat, on motivation. When your kids ask you
for help with a drink or your mom asks you to discern whether an email is @
scam or noft, the motives are good. They genuinely need your help. So, we don't
mind helping.

There are a couple of exceptions, of course. If my wife asks me to help her
open a pickle jar—I'm not doing that. I'm not about to get that nasty pickle juice
on my hands. It happens every time. | will not do it. Or, God forbid, open a can of
biscuits. I mean, good Lord, it's 2026 and we haven't figured out how to
package explosives better than that. | wouldn't touch that gooey grenade with
a 10 foot pole. It's terrifying.

But let's say it's dinnertime and you get a knock at the door and somebody is
there and they are asking.. They want to sell you pest control, or knives. Or
maybe a friend or family member gives you a call and they want to know how
you are doing.




Come fo find out, they want to know a whole lot more than how you are doing.
It hits you differently, doesn't it?

The truthin life is that everybody wants something. And let's be real foday. |
want you fo listen, fo lean in so that you can hear all that it is that God has to
say fo you through His Word and through this teaching today. And you want me
fo not speak and ufterly bore you tfo death. Am I right? You do your end of the
bargain, I'll do mine. Deal? We have a deal? You guys leaning in today? Okay.
Let's go.

We all want something. The real questionis why? What is the motivation? What
is the underlying desire. The difference befween feeling used and feeling useful. |
want to start with this question here today:

What do You want from God?

What do you want from God? If we are honest, many of us here today we
want God to do something for us. Give us clarity. Should | move? Is he the one?
Maybe to deliver you from a difficult circumstance or fo heal something that is
brokenin your life orin your body. If you are over 40 years old and you're
active, that prayer goes way up. | can ftell you that on both counts—but mainly
the body.

You might be asking Him to provide something for you. Or perhaps you want
Him to prove something. That He really does care. That He is who He claims to
be. That He can be trusted. That He has done enough.

You see, there is nothing new. Everybody wants something from Jesus. But do
they want Him or do they want what He can provide for them? See the
difference? It was that motivation that changed everything about the way
Jesus responds to people. We're going to see that foday.

We're going to jump right back into the gospel of Mark, chapter 8. Jesus is on His
ministry circuit in this Gentile territory. We learned last week that He made His
way back into the Decapolis. Now, your franslation might say Ten Towns, that's
a transliteration. Decapolis literally means Deca—ten, polis—city or town.

So, there was this cluster of fen towns on the southeast side of the Sea of
Galilee. This was the non-Jewish side. This is where the people were outside of
the covenant. They were Gentiles. Jesus is beginning fo change that paradigm.

Now, last week we saw that Jesus, again, did miraculous signs of physical
healing. He cast out demons. And now He's about fo go for the frifecta. After
meeting physical and spiritual needs, He's about fo meet temporal needs.




Not only does He have authority over physical and spiritual brokenness, but
He's now moved with compassion and He proves, again, that He is our true
provider.

Now, you're going to find a parallel account in Mafthew 156 and 16. And, guys, as
Bible readers this is a really good practice for all of us. If you read Scripture,
cross check. There are four gospels and many of them share similar
perspectives of these accounts that give you a little bit more of a picture.

It's like if four of us went to the Super Bowl and we had different seats, different
perspectives, and then we compare notes. You're going to get a much fuller
understanding of what took place. That's exactly what happens when you
read the gospels like that.

So, open up your Bibles and let’s look at chapter 8, verse 1 together:
"About this time another large crowd had gathered, and the people ran out of
food again.” (NLT)

Again? What is he talking about here? Mark is clearly referencing something.
He's clearly distinguishing from the feeding of the 5,000 that we heard about
earlier this summer just a few chapters back.

This is a different place. It's a different people. It's arguably for some different
reasons. But I don't want you to be confused. This is not the same event. Jesus is
also, specifically, going to reference this later in the chapter. You're going to see
more of that next week. Let’s continue on:

"Jesus called his disciples and told them, 'l feel sorry for these people. They
have been here with me for three days, and they have nothing left to eaf. If |
send them home hungry, they will faint along the way.' For some of them have
come a long distance.” Mark 8:1-3 (NLT)

Now, that feeding of the 5,000 is different. It was three days here, that was one
day. |l want to draw your attention here back to verse 2. He says, ‘I feel sorry for
these people.” Now, I'm not a Bible translator. | did go to seminary. | did get a
degree in Hebrew. | studied Greek and Hebrew. And I've done a little research
here. And from everything | can surmise, this is a pretty weak franslation in the
NLT. | feel sorry just, really, isn't enough. The Greek word is:

Splanchnizomai

That's a fun one to say three tfimes fast. Andit's far more than feeling sorry. It's
deeply empathic. It's a feeling that compels one to action. It's like this. It breaks
my heart so deeply that | must respond. That's exactly what Jesus does here
and many times throughout the gospels.
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Most every other franslation, if you have a different one, almost all render that
word splanchnizomai as compassion. It brings a more full, accurate tone o
what is happening. Jesus was moved with compassion, not just pity.

This is really important for us to understand because this is a key, identifiable,
characteristic of God. You guys know this from Scripture. He is gracious and
compassionate over and over again. God is described this way in Scripture. It is
who He is. And it is clearly displayed perfectly in Jesus right here in our fext
today.

Let's confinue onin verse 4:
"His disciples replied, ' How are we supposed to find enough food to feed them
out here in the wilderness?” (NLT)

Again, different than the 5,000, there there was green grass. Here there’s not. If's
the wilderness or a remote place. Now, we don't know how long it was, it could
have been weeks, it may have been months from the feeding of the 5,000 to
now. But don't you kind of wonder if the disciples said this with a little bit of a grin
on their faces? You know, a half level of expectation that maybe, just maybe,
He would do it again. You know, ‘| don't know, Jesus. How are we going fo find
food out here in the wilderness?” Wink. They knew He could do it.

Or maybe they just genuinely forgot. And | don't put it past them because,
honestly, | don't put it past me and | don't put it past you. God has done so
many things in my life over the years that I thought | would never forget and |
did. Probably things I still don't remember, but then God brings them up from
time to time.

| want fo encourage you today, write them down. Next Gen, listen to me. God is
doing incredible things in your life right now. Write them down. You are so
excited and you think you'll never forget. | promise you, you will. Write them
down so you have those remembrances built into your life so you can look
back and see the goodness of God in your life. Amen?

Let's go back to verse b together:

"Jesus asked, 'How much bread do you have? ‘Seven loaves, they replied. So
Jesus told all the people to sit down on the ground. Then he took the seven
loaves, thanked God for them, and broke them intfo pieces. He gave them to his
disciples, who distributed the bread to the crowd. A few small fish were found,
foo, so Jesus also blessed these and ftold the disciples to distribute them. They
ate as much as they wanted. Afterward, the disciples picked up seven large
baskets of leffover food.” Mark 8:5-8 (NLT)




You guys see what happened here? Not only did Jesus meet their needs, He
literally made leftovers, seven large baskets full. In the feeding of the 5,000 it
was 12 small baskets, like picknick baskets. These are large baskets like the
one that Paul was lowered down the wall with—if you remember that in the
book of Acts. So, Jesus didn't just give them enough, He gave them more than
enough. Incredible miracle that we've seen and witnessed today.

And | wonder how many of you, today, have experienced a miracle—
something that is definitively supernatural Something that defies human logic, a
clear intervention of the divine.

| can think of a few things that | would clearly classify as such. A physical
healing. A special word of revelation from God where there is no other
explanation. A deliverance from demonic oppression. Guys, this is not a fringe
belief that is held by a small subset of us. No, no, no.

The Barnum Group has done extensive research and their research concluded
that of Americans, 82 percent of us believe in a supernatural dimension—82
percent. And get this. More than one out of four Americans, not Christians
Americans, said that they have experienced physical healing that they believe
that can only be explained by God's infervention—27 percent can only be
explained by God's intervention, 27 percent.

| believe it. | led our staff in a prayer time earlier this summer and | asked them a
similar question. | said, "Where have you seen God's mighty power at work in
your life?” So, we just testified: person after person affer person. Freedom from
addiction, from spiritual oppression, healing of shattered relationships, of brain
cancer, of backs, and supernatural answers to very specific prayers for
provision.

So, |l wonder if today in this room and in rooms all around our city if | could just
see a show of hands. How many of you experienced what you would describe
as a definitive, divine miracle in your life. Can we just see some of those? Keep
those hands up high. Oh, my goodness. Guys, look around the room. Miracle
stories are noft justin the Bible. They are sitfing right next to you.

| want to do something today that is alittle brave, alittle bold, might be a little
dumb. It depends on how you want to interpret it. 'm going to give you all my
email And here's the reason why. | want you to share those stories with me. |
want to be encouraged and | want to continue to encourage our people.

So, if you have a story thatis truly a divine miracle in your life and you can point
back—maybe there is medical verification or a witnessed account, something
that really points to the incredible nature of God inferceding on your behalf, |
would love to hear those stories. So, please send them to me. And please do
not abuse my email.

bshaw@ptcc.org
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Most miracles are oftenin those first two categories. Aren't they? They are
physical, they are spiritual. This one is temporal. It clearly defies natural law.
Something out of nothing, or at least creating more of something out of very little,
instantly. The only ofher things in our life that that usually applies to is like
loundry and dishes, where things just multiply themselves when you don't want
them to. Amen. [ know.

| had the opportunity about three-and-a-half years ago to go fo Kenya. And |
was with one of our partners here af Traders Point, Hope International or MOHI.
They are incredible. Some of you have been there. I know. They treated us like
royalty everywhere that we went—guests of honor.

And on our last day in Kilifi, which is a coastal village in Kenya that is a rural area
(we built a school, we built a church there and we dedicated the church) they
had a convocationin our honor. It was so sweet. They celebrated us with these
two cakes—there is a picture here behind me: We love you Traders Point.
Farewell That sort of thing.

So, they had us come up and they cut some slices and they fed us in front of
everybody. A little bit awkward but, you know, when you are in their place you
just go with it. And then they said, "Now, you're going to help feed everybody
else.”

And I remember thinking, “Oh, no. This is not going to go well There are going to
be alot of unhappy kids and people here that are going to be complaining.
They are not going to get fed. There is not enough to go around.”

This is the amount of cake that you buy when you have a birthday party for
your kids and you've got 16 to 20 people over and you're like, “Should we have
bought a third cake? These are not Costco sheet cakes, people.

So, we just started feeding kids: kid, after kid, after kid. And | tell you the truth.
With those two cakes we fed 700 people that day. It was unbelievable. It was
kind of like aloaves and fishes type of a moment.

And | don't know, this might have been more incredible, guys. | tell you the truth.
Those kids were so grateful | thought that they would argue over bigger pieces,
over seconds, over complaining like we would have done on some things here.
| served probably over 100 kids that day. Not one complaint. Not one who
begged for more. Not one frying to take from another. Not one of them. Just like
the crowd. They came expectant and grateful for whatever it was that the Lord
decided to bless them with that day. It was so beautiful.




Now, I'm not claiming that this was a bonified miracle. Maybe, because | think the
math did not math. But there was something special there and | certainly got a
taste of what it might have been like to be af the feet of Jesus in the wilderness
that day.

Don't be mistaken, friends. This was clearly a divine, supernatural miracle and
an act of His great compassion. A sign demonstrating His clear authority over
natural lows and His ability to provide anything for us at any time.

Let's go pick back up together in verse 9:

"“There were about 4,000 men in the crowd that day, and Jesus sent them home
after they had eaten. Immediately after this, he got info a lboat with his disciples
and crossed over to the region of Dalmanutha.” Mark 8:9-10 (NLT)

Now, in the Greek it doesn't actually say men here. The translators are adding
that inin the NLT. Based on the content we get from Matthew's gospel that
specifically says 4,000 men and he did not count the women and children. So,
again, that number was much larger. It could have been 12 to 156 thousand,
similar to the number of people I'm going to speak to here today at Traders
Point. This is a very large crowd, especially in the first century wilderness.

And if you guys remember this is the region, a few chapters ago, that Jesus
delivered a man from a legion of demons. He sent them into the pigs. You guys
remember that. You remember what happened next? What happened? They
sent Jesus away. They asked Jesus fto leave.

And now, it's sometime later, and their tune has changed. Not only are they
showing up, butf they are showing up by the thousands willing to wait for days
without food just to sit at His feet and listen to every word He gave.

Now, there are some of you who are listening to this today and you're a little bit
cynical at times, maybe a little slothful (we'll call you that) like me. And you kind
of wonder if it's possible that some of these people came because Jesus fed
the 5,000.

Well it's a great question. And, let's be honest, people. With free food, anything
is possible. We have free food here from time to time after we host events. And
we'll send out a Teams message. And | kid you not, man. There are some teams
that will remain nameless that are desperate for that food. And these are
people I never see running otherwise. It's kind of funny how that works. And if
anyone claims they saw me sprinting toward free food this week, it's probably
a photo by Al it's probably not real—didn’t happen.




Some of them may have come for what they thought Jesus could give them,
daily bread. Buf they stayed day after day after day because He was giving
them so much more. He was giving them the bread of life.

In verse 10, immediately after that miracle He gets His crew, He gefs back info
the boat. He crosses over to the Jewish side of the lake from Dalmanutha,
Magdala. Matthew's gospel says Magdalag, it's the same area. They are right
there in that same kind of harbor.

Thisis a two or three hour boat ride if the weatheris good. If they walked it, it
would have taken them more like 10 hours to walk that journey. It was a long
frip. It's probably similar in comparison in modern day to a frip to New York, if
we wanted to take one. We can drive there in 10 or 12 hours, but if you want to
fly, it's two hours. This made more sense, ministry wise. Efficiency. That's why
they went across the lake so many times.

Guys, this is where the account gefs even more interesting. Jesus leaves after
this incredible miracle and ministry to these spiritually hungry Gentiles. And now
He is back to the Jewish home base on the other side of the lake. Let's look
again fogether af verse 11:

"When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had arrived, they came and started to
argue with him. Tesfing him, they demanded that he show them a miraculous
sign from heaven to prove his authority.” (NLT)

What a welcome. Not even five minutes off of the boat and the Pharisee accost
Him and they want a sign. It's kind of a strange request. Isn't it? Isn't that like all
He's been doing all of the time—showing them signs? Asking for a sign is
probably innocent enough in and of itself. That wasn't the problem. The problem
was motive.

Jesus did signs, many of them. Do you guys remember back in Mark, chapter 3
He did a bunch of signs and wonders and what happened? They attributed if to
the work of Satan. So, here we are, once again, and they are asking for a sign.
But if you read really carefully in the Scripture, they didn't just ask for a sign. Did
they? No, no, no. They asked for a sign from heaven. That's different.

They wanted something from the sky. They wanted something apocalyptic,
something clearly straight from the heavens above. | don't know like what.
Maybe feeding 15,000 people with manna from heaven. Is that not enough?

Jesus is fired of it. He knows ftheir hearts are off. He knows they're exercising no
faith. Therefore, He will not comply. Scripture is pretty clear, guys. Without faith it
is impossible to please God.




Not only that, but Jesus' whole life was surrounded by cosmic signs. His birth, His
baptism, and His transfiguration—soon fo be His death, burial, and resurrection.
This attitude of the Pharisees still exists. Doesn't it? Sometimes in us. You guys
ever been there? “lt's just not enough, Jesus. | know You did that thing for me
that | ask You over and over to do back in the day, but I need You to do it again.
If You would just do this one thing, then | would believe. God, can You just
validate this one thing in my life? That would be enough. If He just answered this
one prayer, then | would come””

Church, Jesus created the whole world, everything that is init. All creation
testifies fo His handiwork. Every sunset. Every birth of a child. Every breath you
fake. We just sang that. It screams His name. We just saw many miracles that
you all experienced around the room todaly.

And | want to add fo that. | want to see another show of hands at every
campus. If you have experienced meaningful life change while here at Traders
Point can you just put your hands up? If you have come to Jesus. If you have
found community. If you've found purpose, meaning. Keep those hands up all
around our room. Church, look around. Leverage the faith of your friends. What
else does He need to do”?

In our text today there is this really clear dichotomy, anincredible juxtaposition.
We have two groups of people who both want something from Jesus just for
very different reasons. It's been 2,000 years, guys. Nothing has changed.

So, what | didis | put together a little chart for us just fo compare and contrast
and see the difference. We have the desperate crowds and we have the
demanding Pharisees.

Desperate Crowds Demanding Pharisees
Wanted Jesus Wanted Control
Leveraged others’ faith Leveraged others’ doubt
Came ready Came resistant

Trusted Jesus Tested Jesus

The desperate crowds, they wanted Jesus. They were willing to follow Him, to
go wherever and do whatever—evidenced by them sitting in the wilderness for
three days without food. On the other hand the demanding Pharisees wanted
control. Come to us our way, on our terms. See, the posture of their hearts was
entirely different.

The second thing | noticed is that the desperate crowd leveraged the faith of
others. This is really important because many of these people who were in the
crowd were not followers of Jesus.




They were just curious. They had heard the stories of miracles. They had seen
the evidence and testimonies around them. They were curious and they leaned
in and they were open. They leveraged the faith of others. The Pharisees, on the
other hand, they did they opposite. They leveraged the doubt of others.

You guys see how that works? The voices you put around you, the people you
put around you, the influence you put in your life have great value to increasing
or decreasing your faith.

The third point. I love this one. The crowd came ready. Guys, this is us. This is
Traders Point language. This is an expectation for all of us, that we come ready.
What does that mean? It means a sincere heart, open hands, a posture ready
fo receive. The Pharisees, on the other hand, came resistant—cynical hearts,
closed fists.

| think you can sum this up this way. The desperate crowd came trustfing Jesus.
The demanding Pharisees came only to fest Jesus. Both groups encountered
Jesus. But who walked away satisfied? It was those who were waiting for Jesus
to do whatever He wanted, not those who demanded that He do what they
wantfed.

So, I want you to be honest with yourself today. Which group do you find
yourself in? Be honest. It might depend on the day, as it does for me sometimes.
If 'm really honest, it depends on whether | put myself in a position to sit at His
feet and to leverage the faith of others around me. Or, if | just wait for Him to
come to me. And if the people and the things | put around me have nothing to
do with Him, it makes all of the difference in my life. Amen?

Our posture and our moftivation toward Jesus matters.
So, how did Jesus respond to theirs? Let's look at verse 12 and we'll finish up
our passage:

"When he heard this, he sighed deeply in his spirit and said, 'Why do these
people keep demanding a miraculous sign? | tell you the truth, I will not give this
generatfion any such sign. So, he got back in the boat and he crossed to the
other side of the lake." Mark 8:12-13 (NLT)

Guys, He is so fed up. Right now every dad listening to me can totally identify
with this, where you are going to be like, 'l am going to turn this boat around so
fast” Been there. You know.




It's a fascinating, albeit consistent response fo Jesus. Did you ever nofice how
He's so gracious to those who are sincerely seeking Him, but He has no
tolerance for those who have no faith. He sighs deep in His spirit. Jesus wasn't
afraid to show raw emotion.

And | wonder, today, what makes you sigh? Is it when you are disappointed?
When you've had enough. When you are tired of it. When you are frustrated
with an eye-rolling feenager? "Ugh, you're ruining my life.” It kind of reminds me
of Napoleon Dynamite, (sorry it that's an old reference. Now | have punk status.
My kids will tell me, I'm sure).

Maybe it's when you are tired and you are bored like my dog. Let's be real,
guys. No one sighs louder and harder than a dog who has done nothing all day.
Right? We all know it's frue.

But sighing deep in your spirit, that's different. That's when you receive
heartbreaking news. Cancer. Sigh, “They're gone." ’l didn't get accepted” "They
gave the job to somebody else.” “They never want to speak fo me again.” That's
real pain. Some of you know what that pain feels like.

Guys, this is exactly what Jesus is experiencing. He sighed deeply in His spirit,
not out of irritation but a deep grief for the pain that He felt because of their
refusal, despite the overwhelming evidence He just gave. Itis a clear rejection of
His incredible compassion.

So, He responds appropriately to their motivation and He says, "‘No sign will be
given to you." Because they didn't want evidence. They wanted control. And the
fruth is, no miracle will convince somebody defermined not to believe.

Matfthew, chapter 16 gives us a bit more context. Jesus said, “You know how fo
read the signs of the weather that is coming, but you dont know how to read
the signs of the times. No sign will be given to you except the sign of Jonah”
Well, here we go. We have more information. "Well, what is that?” you might be
asking. Jesus had mentioned this just a few chapters earlier in Matthew, chapter
12.He said, "Just as Jonah was in the belly of the great fish for three days, so He
too would be in the belly of the earth for three days.”

Guys, He was specifically predicting the greatest cosmic sign of them all. His
death, burial, and resurrection. Jonah's act would cause a whole city to repent.
Jesus' act of compassion and sacrifice will call the whole world to repentance
so they can be set free. So, Jesus is telling them, “Your sign, oh, it's coming.”




We all want something from Jesus. The real questionis: Why? | want you to look
beyond the surface. What is your moftivation? | believe there are three groups
of us here today. | want to break them down for you.

Those desperate for all God has for them

The first group of you are those who are desperate for all that God has for you.
Man, you are hungry for more. You're willing fo go whenever, wherever, to do
whatever. You're waiting in the fronf row of those thousands sifting af the feet of
Jesus.

| think of so many of our Next Gen, that's you. You are passionate. You're on fire.
You're desperate for Him. Next Gen, did you know that John, the apostle of
Jesus, the dearly loved, beloved disciple—scholars believe was most likely 16
tol8 years old when he started following Jesus. Guys, you are never tfo young
fo follow Jesus and you are never too young to make a difference in this world
for Jesus. Amen? Amen.

Go. Give it up for the Next Gen, man.

Some of you are in this category desperate, but you're also hungry. You might
be feeling like it has been days in the wilderness. And you just want to eat. |
want to encourage you today, don't give up. His supernatural provision is closer
than you think. Don't give up. Keep fasting. Keep praying. Keep being the first one
up. Keep showing up every week. Keep coming ready.

Jesus always responded to a genuine, humble faith. Stay desperate for Hm
and He will provide for you at just the right time.

Those who are curious in the crowd

The second group of us tfoday are those who are curious in the crowd. You
came hoping that maybe you'd experience something great. You heard the
stories, but you're just not sure. You want to frust fully, but you're just not there.
Maybe you'd even made a commitment at some pointin your life, you followed
Jesus. Butit's become stale and lifeless. [Clap. Clap] Wake up today. Leverage
the faith of those around you. All of those who have experienced miracles. All of
those who have experience life change, who've been forgiven, who've been
set free. Many have jumped into the waters of professing Christ foday. You may
have been on the fence and curious, if is time to jump over. He will not let you
down.

Those on the other side of the lake

And the final group are those of you who find yourself, today, on the other side
of the lake. You are waiting for Jesus tfo be even more than He has already
done for you. You are uncertain that what He has done is really enough.




You are influenced by the doubt and the voices of other people around you.
And | would lovingly say to you, “Come on over to the other side of the lake. He
has already done enough for you.

You wanted a sign. And that sign already came. | would encourage you today
to pray that the Lord willincrease your faith. That He would show you how
desperate you really are for Him. That He would give you strength to believe.
You too can leverage the faith of thousands of us today. And | want you to
know that His compassion extends to all and He responds to humble faith.

| want fo give us one final question for all fo wrestle with today before we are
done. And | don't want you to bypass this too quickly. | want you to sit with it.
And here itis:

If Jesus never gave you another thing, would He stillhave done enough?

If Jesus never gave you another thing, would He still have done enough? What if
the healing never comes? What if the relationship isn't restored. What if the
prayerisnt answered in the way that you hoped for? Would the cross still be
enough? Would forgiveness still be enough? Would an empty tomb still be
enough? Would He have done enough?

Church, the crowds came hungry for bread. The Pharisees, they came hungry
for proof. But Jesus came giving us something so much greater than either of
them. He came offering Himself. You see, the greatest miracle is not that Jesus
mulfiplied bread. The greatest miracle is that He can take your resistant,
skeptical, doubting, broken, sinful heart and He can make it new again.

When Jesus saw the desperationin the crowd that day, He experienced
splanchnizomai, compassion. Such great compassion that it moved him to
action. Romans, chapter 2 tells us that it is the kindness of the Lord that leads us
fo repentance, not His judgment. His kindness.

Friends, you're noft listening to me today by accident. Look back at your life. The
fact that you are here today despite all that has happened to you and around
you—some of you thought you were here today to support a friend or a family
member getting baptized. | want to fell you foday that God is so far ahead of
you.

The life and crucifixion of Jesus are the very top of the list of the most verifiable
events we have recorded in all of ancient human history. His disciples who
withessed and gave up their life for the truth that He was raised from the dead,
that He was the promised Messiah. His Spirit lives in us and it moves and our
world has never been the same since.




Church, Jesus came from heaven to earth. He lived a perfect life. He died a
brutal death for you, for me. He came back from death, defeating its hold on our
life and He was witnessed by many hundreds afterward. He ascended back to
the Father. And He promised to return. He is coming back again soon. And His
heart beats compassion and grace for you. Trust Him. Receive Him. He has done
enough.

We all want something from Jesus. But if you are here today and you want
Jesus,  want you fo know He wanfs you. He wants to give you the life that He
died for you to have, one thatis free from the grip of sin and shame and guilt,
one thatis full of meaning and purpose and life. It's yours. Make that declaration
foday.

If you are here today and you are looking for an easy life, well then this might
not be for you. Butif you want a life that is full of meaning, full of purpose, full of
hope, full of joy, full of love you've never understood, it is waiting for you. Come
home.

This weekend many dozens of people, many Next Gen, went through the
waters of baptism. They have obeyed Jesus' command to be baptized. They
are sharing in His death and resurrection. Guys, that is a personal decision, but it
was never meant to be private. We are proclaiming to the world that our Savior
has done more than enough. If you are here today and you know you are a
sinner in need of salvation, follow Him and go through the waters of baptism
with us today.

| want to pray for this room and everyone listening fo me today. Would you
bow your head and would you open up your heart as we pray, specifically, for
all three of these groups.

Father, | want to come before You right now with a grateful heart. And | pray,
Lord, for all of my friends here today. Lord, | pray for those who are in that first
group who are desperate. God, | pray that You would fan into flame the
passion that You put in them. Stoke those flames, God, with miracles and
wonders accompanying those who leanin and press in. Increase their faith,
God. Give them more. May they lead the way for so many of us.

God, forthose who are in the second group who are curious today, they know
who they are. God, | pray that You would give them the strength, the boldness
to jump over the fence.




And, God, | pray for those who are listening fo me today who are still a little
resistant. God, I think it really just comes down to control So, would you soften
the grip? Would You allow them to relinquish that control to You, their Maker,
their Savior, their King, their Father. And would You show them, Lord, that they
are more deeply loved than they ever thought was possible. Open their eyes.

Andif you are listening to my voice today, and you want that, you want to
follow Jesus, you want your life to be made new, | want to help you do that right
now. Would you just repeat this prayer with a sincere heart right now?

Lord, I have sinned against you. | know that | am a sinner and | know that I need
fo be saved. Will You forgive me now? Will You save me now? | furn from my
old life and | embrace a new one with You today. Come and lead my life, Jesus.
I'm Yours. In Jesus' name | pray: Amen. Amen. All of God's people said: Amen.
Come on.
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	As a result, the crowds began to form again. And people came from all around looking for something from Jesus.
	Have you guys ever felt like someone wanted something from you? I know you have. You show up at work and your boss wants something from you ASAP—yesterday. Right? Or, you’ve got your co-worker who just needs five minutes of your time. I guarantee you that is the longest 45 minutes of your week right there. You know?
	Or, maybe let’s say you are a couple of teen-aged boys. Hypothetically, your dad needs you on a Saturday to help him mulch your one acre yard with 25 plus trees. Hypothetically. Sorry, boys.
	And don’t get me started on parenting small children. It is almost exclusively a never ending train of them needing something from you. Can I get an amen? Oh, there we go. There we go.
	Guys, you see us older parents—we forget. We really do. I was reminded of that here this weekend, or two weeks ago. I was with my family and my brothers and my six little nieces and nephews. Oh, they are adorable. I love them so much. But they are little and they are many. And, guys. I want to validate you, parents. It is utterly exhausting. I went home after that weekend and I crashed so hard. My Apple watch gave me a perfect score two days in a row—never happened before. Probably never going to happen again.
	Somebody always wants something from us, don’t they? Now, it’s not all bad, of course. But it’s always present. And when they do, how does it make you feel? I guess it probably depends, somewhat, on motivation. When your kids ask you for help with a drink or your mom asks you to discern whether an email is a scam or not, the motives are good. They genuinely need your help. So, we don’t mind helping.
	There are a couple of exceptions, of course. If my wife asks me to help her open a pickle jar—I’m not doing that. I’m not about to get that nasty pickle juice on my hands. It happens every time. I will not do it. Or, God forbid, open a can of biscuits. I mean, good Lord, it’s 2026 and we haven’t figured out how to package explosives better than that. I wouldn’t touch that gooey grenade with a 10 foot pole. It’s terrifying.
	But let’s say it’s dinnertime and you get a knock at the door and somebody is there and they are asking… They want to sell you pest control, or knives. Or maybe a friend or family member gives you a call and they want to know how you are doing.
	What do You want from God?
	Splanchnizomai
	Most every other translation, if you have a different one, almost all render that word splanchnizomai as compassion. It brings a more full, accurate tone to what is happening. Jesus was moved with compassion, not just pity.
	This is really important for us to understand because this is a key, identifiable, characteristic of God. You guys know this from Scripture. He is gracious and compassionate over and over again. God is described this way in Scripture. It is who He is. And it is clearly displayed perfectly in Jesus right here in our text today.
	Let’s continue on in verse 4:
	“His disciples replied, ‘How are we supposed to find enough food to feed them out here in the wilderness?’” (NLT)
	Again, different than the 5,000, there there was green grass. Here there’s not. It’s the wilderness or a remote place. Now, we don’t know how long it was, it could have been weeks, it may have been months from the feeding of the 5,000 to now. But don’t you kind of wonder if the disciples said this with a little bit of a grin on their faces? You know, a half level of expectation that maybe, just maybe, He would do it again. You know, “I don’t know, Jesus. How are we going to find food out here in the wilderness?” Wink. They knew He could do it.
	Or maybe they just genuinely forgot. And I don’t put it past them because, honestly, I don’t put it past me and I don’t put it past you. God has done so many things in my life over the years that I thought I would never forget and I did. Probably things I still don’t remember, but then God brings them up from time to time.
	I want to encourage you today, write them down. Next Gen, listen to me. God is doing incredible things in your life right now. Write them down. You are so excited and you think you’ll never forget. I promise you, you will. Write them down so you have those remembrances built into your life so you can look back and see the goodness of God in your life. Amen?
	Let’s go back to verse 5 together:
	“Jesus asked, ‘How much bread do you have?’ ‘Seven loaves,’ they replied. So Jesus told all the people to sit down on the ground. Then he took the seven loaves, thanked God for them, and broke them into pieces. He gave them to his disciples, who distributed the bread to the crowd. A few small fish were found, too, so Jesus also blessed these and told the disciples to distribute them. They ate as much as they wanted. Afterward, the disciples picked up seven large baskets of leftover food.” Mark 8:5-8 (NLT)
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	Most miracles are often in those first two categories. Aren’t they? They are physical, they are spiritual. This one is temporal. It clearly defies natural law. Something out of nothing, or at least creating more of something out of very little, instantly. The only other things in our life that that usually applies to is like laundry and dishes, where things just multiply themselves when you don’t want them to. Amen. I know.
	I had the opportunity about three-and-a-half years ago to go to Kenya. And I was with one of our partners here at Traders Point, Hope International or MOHI. They are incredible. Some of you have been there. I know. They treated us like royalty everywhere that we went—guests of honor.
	And on our last day in Kilifi, which is a coastal village in Kenya that is a rural area (we built a school, we built a church there and we dedicated the church) they had a convocation in our honor. It was so sweet. They celebrated us with these two cakes—there is a picture here behind me: We love you Traders Point. Farewell. That sort of thing.
	So, they had us come up and they cut some slices and they fed us in front of everybody. A little bit awkward but, you know, when you are in their place you just go with it. And then they said, “Now, you’re going to help feed everybody else.”
	And I remember thinking, “Oh, no. This is not going to go well. There are going to be a lot of unhappy kids and people here that are going to be complaining. They are not going to get fed. There is not enough to go around.”
	This is the amount of cake that you buy when you have a birthday party for your kids and you’ve got 16 to 20 people over and you’re like, “Should we have bought a third cake?” These are not Costco sheet cakes, people.
	So, we just started feeding kids: kid, after kid, after kid. And I tell you the truth. With those two cakes we fed 700 people that day. It was unbelievable. It was kind of like a loaves and fishes type of a moment.
	And I don’t know, this might have been more incredible, guys. I tell you the truth. Those kids were so grateful. I thought that they would argue over bigger pieces, over seconds, over complaining like we would have done on some things here.
	I served probably over 100 kids that day. Not one complaint. Not one who begged for more. Not one trying to take from another. Not one of them. Just like the crowd. They came expectant and grateful for whatever it was that the Lord decided to bless them with that day. It was so beautiful.
	Now, I’m not claiming that this was a bonified miracle. Maybe, because I think the math did not math. But there was something special there and I certainly got a taste of what it might have been like to be at the feet of Jesus in the wilderness that day.
	Don’t be mistaken, friends. This was clearly a divine, supernatural miracle and an act of His great compassion. A sign demonstrating His clear authority over natural laws and His ability to provide anything for us at any time.
	Let’s go pick back up together in verse 9:
	“There were about 4,000 men in the crowd that day, and Jesus sent them home after they had eaten. Immediately after this, he got into a boat with his disciples and crossed over to the region of Dalmanutha.” Mark 8:9-10 (NLT)
	Now, in the Greek it doesn’t actually say men here. The translators are adding that in in the NLT. Based on the content we get from Matthew’s gospel that specifically says 4,000 men and he did not count the women and children. So, again, that number was much larger. It could have been 12 to 15 thousand, similar to the number of people I’m going to speak to here today at Traders Point. This is a very large crowd, especially in the first century wilderness.
	And if you guys remember this is the region, a few chapters ago, that Jesus delivered a man from a legion of demons. He sent them into the pigs. You guys remember that. You remember what happened next? What happened? They sent Jesus away. They asked Jesus to leave.
	And now, it’s sometime later, and their tune has changed. Not only are they showing up, but they are showing up by the thousands willing to wait for days without food just to sit at His feet and listen to every word He gave.
	Now, there are some of you who are listening to this today and you’re a little bit cynical at times, maybe a little slothful (we’ll call you that) like me. And you kind of wonder if it’s possible that some of these people came because Jesus fed the 5,000.
	Well, it’s a great question. And, let’s be honest, people. With free food, anything is possible. We have free food here from time to time after we host events. And we’ll send out a Teams message. And I kid you not, man. There are some teams that will remain nameless that are desperate for that food. And these are people I never see running otherwise. It’s kind of funny how that works. And if anyone claims they saw me sprinting toward free food this week, it’s probably a photo by AI, it’s probably not real—didn’t happen.
	Some of them may have come for what they thought Jesus could give them, daily bread. But they stayed day after day after day because He was giving them so much more. He was giving them the bread of life.
	In verse 10, immediately after that miracle He gets His crew, He gets back into the boat. He crosses over to the Jewish side of the lake from Dalmanutha, Magdala. Matthew’s gospel says Magdala, it’s the same area. They are right there in that same kind of harbor.
	This is a two or three hour boat ride if the weather is good. If they walked it, it would have taken them more like 10 hours to walk that journey. It was a long trip. It’s probably similar in comparison in modern day to a trip to New York, if we wanted to take one. We can drive there in 10 or 12 hours, but if you want to fly, it’s two hours. This made more sense, ministry wise. Efficiency. That’s why they went across the lake so many times.
	Guys, this is where the account gets even more interesting. Jesus leaves after this incredible miracle and ministry to these spiritually hungry Gentiles. And now He is back to the Jewish home base on the other side of the lake. Let’s look again together at verse 11:
	“When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had arrived, they came and started to argue with him. Testing him, they demanded that he show them a miraculous sign from heaven to prove his authority.” (NLT)
	What a welcome. Not even five minutes off of the boat and the Pharisee accost Him and they want a sign. It’s kind of a strange request. Isn’t it? Isn’t that like all He’s been doing all of the time—showing them signs? Asking for a sign is probably innocent enough in and of itself. That wasn’t the problem. The problem was motive.
	Jesus did signs, many of them. Do you guys remember back in Mark, chapter 3 He did a bunch of signs and wonders and what happened? They attributed it to the work of Satan. So, here we are, once again, and they are asking for a sign. But if you read really carefully in the Scripture, they didn’t just ask for a sign. Did they? No, no, no. They asked for a sign from heaven. That’s different.
	They wanted something from the sky. They wanted something apocalyptic, something clearly straight from the heavens above. I don’t know like what. Maybe feeding 15,000 people with manna from heaven. Is that not enough?
	Jesus is tired of it. He knows their hearts are off. He knows they’re exercising no faith. Therefore, He will not comply. Scripture is pretty clear, guys. Without faith it is impossible to please God.
	Not only that, but Jesus’ whole life was surrounded by cosmic signs. His birth, His baptism, and His transfiguration—soon to be His death, burial, and resurrection.
	This attitude of the Pharisees still exists. Doesn’t it? Sometimes in us. You guys ever been there? “It’s just not enough, Jesus. I know You did that thing for me that I ask You over and over to do back in the day, but I need You to do it again. If You would just do this one thing, then I would believe. God, can You just validate this one thing in my life? That would be enough. If He just answered this one prayer, then I would come.”
	Church, Jesus created the whole world, everything that is in it. All creation testifies to His handiwork. Every sunset. Every birth of a child. Every breath you take. We just sang that. It screams His name. We just saw many miracles that you all experienced around the room today.
	And I want to add to that. I want to see another show of hands at every campus. If you have experienced meaningful life change while here at Traders Point can you just put your hands up? If you have come to Jesus. If you have found community. If you’ve found purpose, meaning. Keep those hands up all around our room. Church, look around. Leverage the faith of your friends. What else does He need to do?
	In our text today there is this really clear dichotomy, an incredible juxtaposition. We have two groups of people who both want something from Jesus just for very different reasons. It’s been 2,000 years, guys. Nothing has changed.
	So, what I did is I put together a little chart for us just to compare and contrast and see the difference. We have the desperate crowds and we have the demanding Pharisees.
	Desperate Crowds                                                     Demanding Pharisees
	Wanted Jesus                                                              Wanted Control
	Leveraged others’ faith                                              Leveraged others’ doubt
	Came ready                                                                 Came resistant
	Trusted Jesus                                                               Tested Jesus
	The desperate crowds, they wanted Jesus. They were willing to follow Him, to go wherever and do whatever—evidenced by them sitting in the wilderness for three days without food. On the other hand the demanding Pharisees wanted control. Come to us our way, on our terms. See, the posture of their hearts was entirely different.
	The second thing I noticed is that the desperate crowd leveraged the faith of others. This is really important because many of these people who were in the crowd were not followers of Jesus.
	They were just curious. They had heard the stories of miracles. They had seen the evidence and testimonies around them. They were curious and they leaned in and they were open. They leveraged the faith of others. The Pharisees, on the other hand, they did they opposite. They leveraged the doubt of others.
	You guys see how that works? The voices you put around you, the people you put around you, the influence you put in your life have great value to increasing or decreasing your faith.
	The third point. I love this one. The crowd came ready. Guys, this is us. This is Traders Point language. This is an expectation for all of us, that we come ready. What does that mean? It means a sincere heart, open hands, a posture ready to receive. The Pharisees, on the other hand, came resistant—cynical hearts, closed fists.
	I think you can sum this up this way. The desperate crowd came trusting Jesus. The demanding Pharisees came only to test Jesus. Both groups encountered Jesus. But who walked away satisfied? It was those who were waiting for Jesus to do whatever He wanted, not those who demanded that He do what they wanted.
	So, I want you to be honest with yourself today. Which group do you find yourself in? Be honest. It might depend on the day, as it does for me sometimes. If I’m really honest, it depends on whether I put myself in a position to sit at His feet and to leverage the faith of others around me. Or, if I just wait for Him to come to me. And if the people and the things I put around me have nothing to do with Him, it makes all of the difference in my life. Amen?
	Our posture and our motivation toward Jesus matters.
	So, how did Jesus respond to theirs? Let’s look at verse 12 and we’ll finish up our passage:
	“When he heard this, he sighed deeply in his spirit and said, ‘Why do these people keep demanding a miraculous sign? I tell you the truth, I will not give this generation any such sign.’ So, he got back in the boat and he crossed to the other side of the lake.” Mark 8:12-13 (NLT)
	Guys, He is so fed up. Right now every dad listening to me can totally identify with this, where you are going to be like, “I am going to turn this boat around so fast.” Been there. You know.
	It’s a fascinating, albeit consistent response to Jesus. Did you ever notice how He’s so gracious to those who are sincerely seeking Him, but He has no tolerance for those who have no faith. He sighs deep in His spirit. Jesus wasn’t afraid to show raw emotion.
	And I wonder, today, what makes you sigh? Is it when you are disappointed? When you’ve had enough. When you are tired of it. When you are frustrated with an eye-rolling teenager? “Ugh, you’re ruining my life.” It kind of reminds me of Napoleon Dynamite, (sorry it that’s an old reference. Now I have punk status. My kids will tell me, I’m sure).
	Maybe it’s when you are tired and you are bored like my dog. Let’s be real, guys. No one sighs louder and harder than a dog who has done nothing all day. Right? We all know it’s true.
	But sighing deep in your spirit, that’s different. That’s when you receive heartbreaking news. Cancer. Sigh, “They’re gone.” “I didn’t get accepted.” “They gave the job to somebody else.” “They never want to speak to me again.” That’s real pain. Some of you know what that pain feels like.
	Guys, this is exactly what Jesus is experiencing. He sighed deeply in His spirit, not out of irritation but a deep grief for the pain that He felt because of their refusal, despite the overwhelming evidence He just gave. It is a clear rejection of His incredible compassion.
	So, He responds appropriately to their motivation and He says, “No sign will be given to you.” Because they didn’t want evidence. They wanted control. And the truth is, no miracle will convince somebody determined not to believe.
	Matthew, chapter 16 gives us a bit more context. Jesus said, “You know how to read the signs of the weather that is coming, but you don’t know how to read the signs of the times. No sign will be given to you except the sign of Jonah.”
	Well, here we go. We have more information. “Well, what is that?” you might be asking. Jesus had mentioned this just a few chapters earlier in Matthew, chapter 12. He said, “Just as Jonah was in the belly of the great fish for three days, so He too would be in the belly of the earth for three days.”
	Guys, He was specifically predicting the greatest cosmic sign of them all. His death, burial, and resurrection. Jonah’s act would cause a whole city to repent. Jesus’ act of compassion and sacrifice will call the whole world to repentance so they can be set free. So, Jesus is telling them, “Your sign, oh, it’s coming.”
	Those who are curious in the crowd
	Those on the other side of the lake
	You are influenced by the doubt and the voices of other people around you. And I would lovingly say to you, “Come on over to the other side of the lake. He has already done enough for you.
	You wanted a sign. And that sign already came. I would encourage you today to pray that the Lord will increase your faith. That He would show you how desperate you really are for Him. That He would give you strength to believe. You too can leverage the faith of thousands of us today. And I want you to know that His compassion extends to all and He responds to humble faith.
	I want to give us one final question for all to wrestle with today before we are done. And I don’t want you to bypass this too quickly. I want you to sit with it. And here it is:
	If Jesus never gave you another thing, would He still have done enough?
	If Jesus never gave you another thing, would He still have done enough? What if the healing never comes? What if the relationship isn’t restored. What if the prayer isn’t answered in the way that you hoped for? Would the cross still be enough? Would forgiveness still be enough? Would an empty tomb still be enough? Would He have done enough?
	Church, the crowds came hungry for bread. The Pharisees, they came hungry for proof. But Jesus came giving us something so much greater than either of them. He came offering Himself. You see, the greatest miracle is not that Jesus multiplied bread. The greatest miracle is that He can take your resistant, skeptical, doubting, broken, sinful heart and He can make it new again.
	When Jesus saw the desperation in the crowd that day, He experienced splanchnizomai, compassion. Such great compassion that it moved him to action. Romans, chapter 2 tells us that it is the kindness of the Lord that leads us to repentance, not His judgment. His kindness.
	Friends, you’re not listening to me today by accident. Look back at your life. The fact that you are here today despite all that has happened to you and around you—some of you thought you were here today to support a friend or a family member getting baptized. I want to tell you today that God is so far ahead of you.
	The life and crucifixion of Jesus are the very top of the list of the most verifiable events we have recorded in all of ancient human history. His disciples who witnessed and gave up their life for the truth that He was raised from the dead, that He was the promised Messiah. His Spirit lives in us and it moves and our world has never been the same since.
	Church, Jesus came from heaven to earth. He lived a perfect life. He died a brutal death for you, for me. He came back from death, defeating its hold on our life and He was witnessed by many hundreds afterward. He ascended back to the Father. And He promised to return. He is coming back again soon. And His heart beats compassion and grace for you. Trust Him. Receive Him. He has done enough.
	We all want something from Jesus. But if you are here today and you want Jesus, I want you to know He wants you. He wants to give you the life that He died for you to have, one that is free from the grip of sin and shame and guilt, one that is full of meaning and purpose and life. It’s yours. Make that declaration today.
	If you are here today and you are looking for an easy life, well then this might not be for you. But if you want a life that is full of meaning, full of purpose, full of hope, full of joy, full of love you’ve never understood, it is waiting for you. Come home.
	This weekend many dozens of people, many Next Gen, went through the waters of baptism. They have obeyed Jesus’ command to be baptized. They are sharing in His death and resurrection. Guys, that is a personal decision, but it was never meant to be private. We are proclaiming to the world that our Savior has done more than enough. If you are here today and you know you are a sinner in need of salvation, follow Him and go through the waters of baptism with us today.
	I want to pray for this room and everyone listening to me today. Would you bow your head and would you open up your heart as we pray, specifically, for all three of these groups.
	Father, I want to come before You right now with a grateful heart. And I pray, Lord, for all of my friends here today. Lord, I pray for those who are in that first group who are desperate. God, I pray that You would fan into flame the passion that You put in them. Stoke those flames, God, with miracles and wonders accompanying those who lean in and press in. Increase their faith, God. Give them more. May they lead the way for so many of us.
	God, for those who are in the second group who are curious today, they know who they are. God, I pray that You would give them the strength, the boldness to jump over the fence.
	And, God, I pray for those who are listening to me today who are still a little resistant. God, I think it really just comes down to control. So, would you soften the grip? Would You allow them to relinquish that control to You, their Maker, their Savior, their King, their Father. And would You show them, Lord, that they are more deeply loved than they ever thought was possible. Open their eyes.
	And if you are listening to my voice today, and you want that, you want to follow Jesus, you want your life to be made new, I want to help you do that right now. Would you just repeat this prayer with a sincere heart right now?
	Lord, I have sinned against you. I know that I am a sinner and I know that I need to be saved. Will You forgive me now? Will You save me now? I turn from my old life and I embrace a new one with You today. Come and lead my life, Jesus. I’m Yours. In Jesus’ name I pray: Amen. Amen. All of God’s people said: Amen. Come on.

