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Stay standing with us for this moment as we continue to worship to our living
hope, all that we have in Jesus.| want to read this 1 Peter it says:

‘Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. According to His great
mercy he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead to the inheritance that is,” and here
this, “imperishable, undefiled, unfading, kept in heaven for you.” (NASB)

Can we celebrate the inheritance of the living hope that we have in Jesus? So
good. Go ahead and grab a seat. Open up a Bible. Get to Ephesians, chapter 6.
We're going to be starting in verse 13 again foday.

You all doing alright? Good, good. Me too. Thanks for asking. No, that's good.
We've been in this series and every week we've been talking about our
refreshed Mission Statement. And you are like, “Again?” Yeah, we're going to talk
about it every single week because we want it fo be so clear that unless you
understandour mission, this church will not make any sense to you.

So, we wantf to be very upfront about what we are trying fo do and what we
are all about. And if you remember, it's a three-part Mission Statement. Here it is:

Clear the Way
Equip for Battle
Deploy for Impact

We want to clear the way, it's right there, | can feel it. We want to equip for
battle, and we want to deploy for impact. That's who we are as a church. We
know we are following after John the Baptist and saying, "Hey, it's not about us,
but our goalis to flatten the hills, straighten the roads, bring people face to face
with Jesus, share the gospel with them, and let Him do what He does best—
save souls.

And we want fo be equipped for battle and then we want to be deployed for
impact. Right? We know that all of us have been made in the image of God,
have been made to make a difference. We want to know what that looks like,
not just here at a service. But, as we go through our lives, we are being
deployed.




And that middle one is what this series is all about. We want to be equipped for
the battle that is around us. That's a big part of Ephesians, chapter 6, whichis all
about spiritual warfare. And what we've saidis, "Hey, step one is just
acknowledging the war around us. You and | were born on a battlefield in the
midst of a war that has been waging since the beginning of tfime.”

And it started in a spiritual realm, but it shows up in the physical world that is
forever connected and that changes how we live. It's different when there is an
enemy. Right?

If  was playing football or doing drills, | can, without fear, run out cut to the
middle, cafch a ball Now, if you fell me this same thing we're going to do but
there is going tfo be a giant man in the middle waiting to take my head off, that
changes things for me.

And what we've said s, "Hey, in the world life willmake a lot more sense if we
acknowledge the real enemy, the devil.

Now, as you've read the Bible and as you begin to work through it, you'll see,
pretty quickly, that what happened in the garden between God's first creation
of humans, Adam and Eve, and this enemy it confinues to grow. And then more
and more enemies stack up.

I'm reading through the Old Testament right now. It is one baftle after another.
Andit's not one versus one. Itis God versus everybody. Right? Royal, rumble
style, He's throwing people outf of the ring. He is hitting the devil with a stone-
cold stunner, rock bottom. There are a lot of things here that you might have to
google later, but it's theologically sound. Okay? It's God versus everybody.
That's the picture that you get of who God is in the Old Testament. He is @
warrior, o mighty warrior.

Look at this in Exodus, chapter 15, verse 3.1t says:
“The Lordis a warrior; Yahweh is his name!” (NLT)

And He is victorious, undefeated, He has not met an enemy that He can't beat.
That is the story of our God.

We see though, in the New Testament, God continues to share more and more
with us. Andin a lot of our theology, our belief about God, we believe this, God
has decided to share His Spirit with us. The same Spirit that raised Jesus from
the grave lives in every single one of us, empowering us. Buf there is even more.
| feel like aninfomercial right now: wait, there’'s more.




God says, "Hey, for this battle | am going to give you My Spirit, and I'm going o
give you the very armor of God because | know the enemy,  know how he's
going to aftack you, so | want you to be prepared for every blow.

And that's what this series has been all about. How do we get battle ready?
Each week just looking at the armor of God, taking it piece by piece and saying,
"Have | put that on? Am I keeping it on? And what does it mean to put on the
armor of God?" Right?

So, today we're just going to continue with that process. And we're going to
read it inits entirety, Ephesians, chapter 6, verses 13 through 17.

And here's what l'll tell you. What I've been trying to do is memorize this and
when | get ready in the morning, when I'm getting ready for the day, | not only
put on my physical clothes, I'm praying putting on the spiritual armor of God.
As I'm getting ready | just want this to be so engrained in me to have this armor
on, “God, meet me in this moment. Help me to puf on the belt of truth. Help me
live your truth out there. Help me to believe whatis true and expose the lies.
"God, help me to put on the armor of righteousness. Don't let today be about
my righteousness or make that decide what | can or can't do. God, | want Your
righteousness. | want to believe who You say | am.

‘God, give me shoes of peace. God let me go, not just searching for peace but
I'm going to bring peace no matter where | go. No matter the chaos, God, |
believe You can give me shoes of peace’”

And today we're going to continue in that list and the next item is the shield of
faith. Okay? So, look at this, Ephesians, chapter 6.1t says:

“Therefore, put on every piece of God’'s armor so you will be able to resist the
enemy in the time of evil Then after the battle you will still be standing firm.
Stand your ground, putting on the belt of truth and the body armor of God's
righteousness.

"For shoes, put on the peace that comes from the Good News so that you will
be fully prepared. In addition to all of these, hold up the shield of faith to stop
the fiery arrows of the devil Put on salvation as your helmet, and take the
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God." (NLT)

And like I said, today is all about that shield. The shield of faith. So, let's remove
all of the other verses around and just home in on verse 16. Let's see whatis
unique about this one. It's different from all of the others we've read before. If
sSays:

‘In addition to all of these, hold up the shield of faith to stop the fiery arrows of
the devil”




Now this is just a Bible study tool that you can use when you are reading, you're
looking for things that stand out. Sometimes there is a phrase or a word that is
repeated over and over and over again. Sometimes there is one word that is a
little bit different than the rest. When | see that it just gives me a moment to say,
"Okay, I need to double click on that. Why is that different?”

It was put on. Put on. Put on the belt of truth, puf on the body armor of
righteousness, put on the shoes of peace. And then hold up the shield of faith. Is
there something to that? What's the difference?

Well, if we look at where we goft this, we said it comes from Paul, this guy who is
imprisoned af the time, likely chained fo a Roman soldier. He is very familiar with
what these fellas wear. He can see the belt. He can see the armor. He knows
the helmet.

And what he does is he is saying, "Hey, there is a spiritual war that is happening,
one you can't see. So, I'm going to use physical armor that you can see to help
you understand a battle that you can't”

See, with the Roman soldiers a lot of that was put on and kept on. They always
had it on. You had the shoes. You had the armor. You had the helmet. All of that
was staying. But the shield was different. It was as needed—it was used on an
as needed basis.

It wasn't a little shield. This wasn't just like something you could hold in front of
your chest. It was a full body, two-and-a-half feet wide, almost five feet tall
shield. And it was only picked up during a certain time. Do you know when? If
you don't know when | made it into a slide:

The Shield was needed when taking ground

You see, arrows back then were nasty. They didn't just have a sharp point on
them, which signified that this was an arrow, which | think is bad enough, it would
also be attached to this combustible material. The moment it hit your person or
the moment it hit your shield it would explode and immediately set everything
on fire.

Here's the thing. There was a striking distance to these arrows. So, they would
hold them until you got close enough. Then when you in stfriking distfance, when
you became a threat, you were at the wall, you were coming through the
entrance, you were scaling—that was the time to let these fiery arrows fall.




And legend has it that because of this the Romans starting taking their shields
and getting leather, drenching it in water, wrapping their shields init so when the
fiery arrows would hit it, it would be extinguished.

Paul says, "Hey, just like that. Just like the Roman soldiers you know who are
being attacked by fiery arrows, there is an enemy in the spiritual world, and he
sends fiery arrows to stop us in our tracks. And if you are taking notes, here's
the first thing | want you to grab from our Scripture today.

You can expect fiery arrows from the devil when you start to take ground for
the Kingdom of God

Ephesians, chapter 6 is very clear where it starts out that we wrestle, that our
fight, our war, is not against flesh and blood. It is against the spiritual. So, where is
enemy ferritory? Well, it's not going to be that clear. It's not like passing a state
sign saying: Now entering Ohio. Now entering the devil's island. It's not going to
be that clear.

It's actually much worse than that. There are no specific areas that are his. The
Bible actually says in 2 Corinthians that he is the god of this world. He is the
prince of air. It belongs fo him. So, when we carry the name of Jesus, we belong
to a kingdom that is not of this world. We join a campaign to take back the
world from Satan, from the devil.

And as you canimagine, it's not an easy process. There are no white flags.
There are no moments of surrender. Everything is taken by force. Look at the
way it says it in Matthew, chapter 11 It says:

"And from the tfime John the Baptist,” who was Jesus’ cousin, ‘began preaching
until now, the Kingdom of Heaven has been forcefully advancing and violent
people are attacking it.” (NLT)

What does that look like? Violent people? It looks like fiery arrows. It looks like
ground is going to have to be taken, nof given. But | do want fo be clear:
forcefully but not physically. It's not physical force it's a spiritual force and that
looks different.

This is what really threw off the first followers of Jesus. They were ready for the
tanks. They were ready for the infantry. They were ready to seize Rome by
power. And then Jesus strolls in on a donkey and they were like, “Oh, wish you
wouldn't have done that. Where is Your horse? Where is our artillery? Where
are our swords? We need power.”




And Jesus uses spiritual power, which to the world looked a whole lot like
weakness--that He would offer Himself as a sacrifice, that he would love those
who hated Him. Even as they were killing Him He said, “‘Father, forgive them for
they know not what they do.”

But what was the result? Well, just a short time later this small group of Christians
would overtake the strongest empire in the world, not by force but by love and
by spreading the gospel and showing the world something that they had never
seen—an upside-down Kingdom.

So, it willbe taken by force but it's going to look different than | think you and |, a
lot of times, think it will. We are not going to surrender. And that's why we've
been taking our time working through the refreshed Mission Statement and our
Vision as a church. Because we want all of us to feel the weight of it.

We don't want to be surprised when the fiery arrows come at us, because we
are here tfo do, to be a part of the mission. To go and to make disciples. To take
ground for the Kingdom. That's our vision. Look af the Vision Statement as a
church:

Taking ground for the Kingdom across Indy and beyond.

We are coming for the devil's territory. We are coming to take ground in the
name of Jesus. And we aren't taking ground from the municipalities of
Indianapolis, Carmel, Plainfield, or Fishers. We are forcefully taking ground from
the principalities of evilin the spiritual realm. That is what we are here to do as a
church. That is the mission.

And what we said is, as we are going we want to be battle ready, staying
prepared, staying alert knowing that fiery arrows are coming and we are not
going fo shrink back. We are not going to retreat. We are going to move
forward with a mission that Jesus has given us.

If our vision is fo take ground for the Kingdom, we'll see arrows fall from the sky.
The devil willbe coming against us. Look at what it saysin 1 Peter, chapter 4. It
says:

"So then, since Christ suffered physical pain, you must arm yourselves,” do you
see that battle language? Arm yourselves, “with the same attitude he had,
Jesus, "and be ready to suffer, too. For if you have suffered physically for Christ,
you have finished with sin.” (NLT)




The same aftitude that Jesus had. You know this. He was attacked by everyone
on every single side. He even went foe to toe with the devil himself in the desert
—fiery arrows left and right. But he didn't shrink back. He continued to push
forward. He didn't let anything stop Him from taking the ground that God had
called Him to claim. Do we have that same mindset that is in Christ Jesus? Do we
even acknowledge that if we're going to be taking ground we're going to be
taking arrows?

Some of you have felf this. And it was surprising fo you that you felt them
because you were living your life apart from God, you were living your life
ignoring God. And you were at this moment when you came to Jesus, you gave
your life to Him, you believed in Him more than anything you've ever believed.
And you went from just being a bystander to getting in there. You were in the
war. You were faking ground. And you were like, “Why is this so much harder?”
We think that when we start to follow Jesus it's going to be easier. No, but it
becomes possible. We move from a battle that we can't win to a battle we
can't lose, but we're stillin the battle, fiery arrows are still coming.

Maybe you experienced that when you came out of those waters of the
baptistry, hands in the sky like victory was yours. But | love the way that Pastor
Aaron talks about it It's like, "When you come out of the baptistry, you've got a
target on your back”

And on Sunday you stood with so much belief, so much faith and victory, and
then by Wednesday you are like, "What has happened? | feel like my life is
harder than it once was." When you start serving and you start putting yourself
out there and you come face to face with who you are and what you don't
have to offer, you have to lean more on the Spirit of God, like, “This is so much
harder than | thought it was going to be.”

When you start giving financially for the first fime, you hear who Jesus is. He
gave everything. God emptied heaven for you. You're like, "l just want to give
everything to Hm. I'm going to start giving.” And it's so much harder and you feel
fiery arrows coming.

lremember the first time | gave. | was an early, early Christian. And this is back
when we used to pass the frays, you know? And you would put your money,
your check onit and you would also look to see who else was putting their
money in. I never had anything fo put in there. | didn't have a lof.




But this Sunday | was prepared. | stfopped at the ATM. | had a fresh, crisp
twenty-dollar bill. And I was ready to make it rain for the Kingdom of God. And
that tray came. | was sitfing on the left side of the auditorium. I'm not point at you
saying you're going to give for the first time foday. I'm just saying | was over
there.

That tray comes. | take it out, and | fold it, and | set it on the fray. And if felf so
good. If felt like | was trusting God with a little and He was proud of me. It was
such a beautiful moment.

It was so good that after church I had to celebrate. And | went to the only place
Il knew to go to celebrafte and that was Taco Bell right over here across the
interstate. And I rolled down the window. | gave twenty to God and I'm about to
spend six—I ate like a king. Okay?

But as I get my food from the drive through, | go to roll up the window. It goes up
about two inches and then clicks and falls down. Great. | was like, “God, did you
miss the whole twenty-dollar thing back there? Why would You allow my
window to break the moment that I had this moment of breakthrough?” And |
got this moment of pain.

And I think a lot of fimes that's how it works. God begins to unravel something,
God begins fo awaken something within us, and it almost feels backwards. Like,
why is it harder now? | want you to hear this. The devil doesn’'t waste arrows on
anyone whoisn't a threat.

So, the moment you go to take ground, the moment when you give more of
yourself, the moment you start giving you can expect arrows. But if we just
come in and we're just playing church, ‘Hold. Don't shoot.” If we come in and
we're just pretend Christians going through the motions, "Hold." If we just come in
and we're hypocrites, we say we believe this, but our lives look nothing like
what we believe, "Hold”"

If we are Christian hobbyists, which has to be the worst hobby—if you treat
Christianity like a hobby, like, “Yeah, I just check it out some days and it's one of
the things | do for fun” It's a horrible life. But af the same time the devil is not
wasting arrows on that: hold, hold, hold.

But listen to this, if we come in armored up, living by the power of the Spirit,
sharing the gospel, leading with the love of Jesus Christ, taking ground for the
Kingdom of God: fire, fire, fire. When we become a threat, the moment we move
against him fire will fall.




And here’'s the question thatis coming to me as I'm reading through this, as I'm
frying to make sense of it: what do the devil's fiery arrows look like? | just have
a gut feeling that it's not just going fo show up in the mail. It's not going to come in
an Amazon box, like, “Hey, thinking of you just because. | just want you to have
this gift from me to you.”

No, what can we know about a fiery arrow? Well, the word fiery is often linked
fo some very specific things. If you are tfaking notes | want you to write this
down. In Scripture, the word fiery is often linked to frials and suffering. Peter
makes the connection in 1 Peter, chapter 4.1 want to read this so that we are all
on the same page. What are these arrows going to look like when they show
up in our lives? If says:

‘Dear friends,” once again, “"don’t be surprised” you think we need to hear this,
“at the fiery trials you are going through, as if something strange were
happening to you.Instead, be very glad—for these trials make you partners
with Christ in his suffering, so that you will have the wonderful joy of seeing his
glory whenitis revealed to all the world.” (NLT)

Paulis talking to Christians who are taking ground for the Kingdom against the
devil, and they are probably sending him some letters of like, "Hey, this is going
horribly wrong. We're doing all of the things you told us to do, but we're getting
arrested, we're gefting beaten, we're getting our reputation tainted. What is
happening? Are we doing this thing right?”

And he's like, “Yeah, yeah, yeah. Don't be surprised. The moment you step out.
The moment you take ground you can expect some fiery trials.” So, we know
that it's going to come in the form of trials and it's going to come in the form of
suffering.

What are they aimed at? What are these arrows really frying fo get to? And it's
not that the devilis necessarily trying to kill us. He's not trying to end our lives.
He's trying fo do something very specific. He's frying to get to the thing that is
actually bigger than even living or dying. If's the thing that connects us to efernity.
It's the thing that connects us to God. You see:

The devil's fiery arrows are aimed at one thing: your faith

It may seem like there are athousand different things going onin your life, but
when it comes to the attacks from the enemy, from the evil one, you can rest
assured he's going after one thing. He'll show up a bunch of different ways, but
he's coming for your faith and he's coming for my faith.




| need a shield of faith. That's what we've been saying. The armor of God is
specifically designed to defend us against the strategies of the devil. So, if God
is saying, ‘I need you to have a shield of faith,” it means that my faith is going to
be attacked.

So, whatis faith? Because it's one of those terms that is so big that a lot of us
have different definitions of what it could mean. And it's one of those like, it's the
gospel, it's all of these big church words. But what is it really?

ljust want us to look at Hebrews, chapter 11, verse 1 because | think it's the
clearest snapshot of what faith is when we talk about it and what the enemy is
frying fo attack. So, Hebrews, chapter 11. It says:

‘Now faithis the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things noft
seen.” (NASB 1995)

So, if faithis the assurance of things hoped for, the devil will attack assurance
and hope. Whatever assurance you have in God and what He's going tfo do,

whatever hope you have in God and what He is going fo do, you can imagine
that he's going to attack that.

Think about how anxiety is running rampant in our culture right now. I know I've
experienced anxiety for the first time. So many people wrestle with it. And if |
look at those and | place them next to each other, what happens when
assurances are removed? Anxiety takes their place.

It's pretty much the same thing. I'm looking at a future that | don't know and that
I'm uncertain of. And when | don't know and | think about the worst case
scenario or that it's not going to end well, anxiety creeps up in me and | hear all
of these whispers of how badit's going to be and how | can’t stand a chance,
“This thing is going to blow up in your face. You're not enough”

What God is trying to produce is a faith that holds onfo assurance and
confidence. A faith that looks beyond the physical. A faith that sees past the
fiery arrows, the trials, the problems, the persecution, the sickness, all of it and
says, I know that you are seeing this, but | want you to see past it, | want you to
see throughif. | want you to have the assurance that if Jesus is who He says
that He is, there is not a fire from hell that can come to you.

There is nothing that can stop youin your tracks because if Jesus defeated sin
and death, because the tomb is empty, you can prevail. You have all the
assurance that you need. Don't stop.

Do you have that kind of assurance? Or has your faith really been regulated to
nothing more than just the physical, that what you can pick up with your senses
is what you believe?




Faith was never meant to be that. Faith is for the gaps. Faith is to provide hope
and assurance when it doesn't look like there should be any hope and it
doesn't look like you should have any assurances. It's believing that there’'s
always a greater reality.

llove what A. W. Tozer says. He says: "Any faith that must be supported by the
evidence of the senses is notf real faith.”

Andit's hard to predict what the devilis going to use, what the fiery arrows are
going to look like when they show up in your life. We know it's going to come for
your faith. We know it's going to try to take away your convictions. We know it's
going fo try to fake away your assurances and your hope.

"But Pastor, whatis it going to look like? How can | know this is a fiery arrow from
the devil?” Well, he is so crafty that he could send a fiery arrow for you that
looks completely different than what it looks like for me.

For example, he might send a fiery arrow that causes you to lose your job. And
you didn’t even know it, but you really had so much security, so much
assurance built up in that job and how you were able to provide because of
that jolb. When you lost it, you lost your faith in God because. "Why would a
good God take something so good from me?” So, maybe for you it was the loss
of ajob.

For another person the devil might send a promotion because you were going
through life, you were humble, you were a servant, the workplace was how
you were advancing the Kingdom, but then you goft this job and you goft this
promotion and you began to believe the lie of who you needed to be. And now
you've lost your humility.

And now, because of this title, you have this pride that is coming up within you.
And you used to be dependent upon God, praying every morning and every
night. Now you're like, ‘I think I've got it. | think I'm prefty good. | think I'm prefty
smart.” And over time, just little by little, that flame is just growing and growing,
removing your faith.

I'm going to give you a list, but it's not an exhaustive list. But it's just a moment in
fime to look around fo say, “If 'm taking ground for the Kingdom, if | am @
Christian, I can expect to see fiery arrows in my life.” So here are just afew to
gef you alert and open to the fact that you have an enemy who is trying to take
you ouf.




Here's what it could look like:
Fiery Arrows

Fear

Noise

Rejection

Grief

Temptation

Doubt

It could look like fear. This is probably one of the biggest ones that we will see.
You see this over and over again in Scripture. What is God’'s command? Fear
not. We see this when Jesus gets frustrated with people. It's nof because of
how good or bad they are, it's because they lack faith because they are afraid.
They are afraid of the storms.

And | don't know what you know about fire, but as you can imagine fire brings
fear maybe more than anything else. | don't know if you've ever been burned
before. If you've ever fouched something hot, what is your immediate
response? When you fouch something it is to pull back. It is to shrink back.

lremember once when | was working at the King, and for those who are new,
it's the Burger King. | worked there for along time in high school. And | was on the
fry station. I'm not bragging but  knew how to scoop some fries. And I'min there
and I'm scooping. I'm getting them all: large, small, king-size, | got them all.

Now, we had a very efficient process for bringing in new fries. Right? You raise
the fries back out of the grease, you lef the grease fall, you say, “Fries. Everyone
moves their hands. You dump fresh fries in, you salt them, you go back to
serving the King.

That did not happen on this day. I'm serving. I'm getting the fries one after
another. And the fella in the back skips steps one and two. And he just dumped
a hot basket of fries on my arm all the way up through my hands. Blisters almost
immediately began to grow because of the fire, how hot it was.

Now, | wanted to punch himin the face. But | couldn’t close my hand because of
the blisters. But you canimagine how fearful | was from that heat. Every time |
went to scoop, | was taking a second to look back to see what he was doing. |
began to shrink a little bit and be afraid.

And alot of times when we begin to experience a little bit of fire, a little bit of a
struggle, a little bit of this and that, our tendency is to just pull back and to stop
faking ground.




Is there anything in your life that you are fearful of? That is probably something
that you need to move in that direction.

Noise. Noise—a lot of times what the devil will use is noise. He will get us moving
fast. He'll get everything to be super loud to the point where we stop hearing the
voice of God. And if we stop hearing the voice of God long enough we believe
the lie that Godis done talking. And if God's not talking, then maybe He's not
real And that begins to attack our faith.

So, if Inotice that things are just getfing really loud at work, at school, as I'm going
through my life, that could be just a marker for me to say, "Hey, | need to quiet
down. There is something over here in the realm of noise, something that is loud
in my life and I need the quiet so | can hear from God”

Do you have something like that in your life? Something that is just loud and
overwhelming and you can't hear anything else? If you look at your spouse
right now, you are the dumbest personl've ever seen. No, but is there something
in your life that seems so loud and it's overwhelming you, deafening everything
else. That could be a fiery arrow.

Rejection. Rejectionis a big one. We go through our lives, and we wantf to be
accepted We talk so much about the armor of God's righteousness, we want
to go, but if we face enough rejection from people we begin to believe the lie
that aftacks our faith, ‘People don't even love us. If people don't even love us
and accept us, how could God?" And we begin fo lose our faith believing that
God has rejected us when He never has. It's a fiery arrow.

Grief, loss. When we go through a situation and we lose someone who we love
or they get the cancer diagnosis, you begin fo grieve this thing. We say, “God, if
You are good, then why would you allow this type of pain to come into my life?
If you couldn’t stop this grief from coming, are you really worthy to be followed
anyway? Do you seeg, it's never just the thing on the surface, the enemy is
attacking much deeper than that. He's going after our faith.

Temptation is a big one. So many people come to salvation after struggling for
so long. They've been tempted day after day, year affer year. And then they
come to Jesus, this One, this Provider who heals, and the One who we sing
about. “Okay, I'll give my life to Him”




They come out of the bapfistry, and they give their life to Jesus, and they wake
up the next day with this same temptation still waiting for them af the door, “If
God was real then I wouldn't struggle with this temptation.” Do you see how it's
attacking your faith?

God never promised to remove the temptation. God said that He would be
there always, and He would never leave you, He would never forsake you. But
that doesn’'t mean that He's not real, it's the temptation that is real That's the
way that the devil begins to shift and make the lie come fo life.

Maybe the biggest one that he's used from the beginning is doubt. There is a
fiery arrow of doubt. Once you begin to push in and once you begin to give
more of your life to Jesus, once you become more generous and you're going
to love other people, when you begin to go to group and your whole life is tied
up in His mission, and you can start to doubf, “Is God evenreal? Is God good?
Can God be trusted?”

It's almost like these thoughts are coming from you, “"Why do | even think this? |
don't want to wrestle with this. Life is so much easier if | just believe Godis good.
Why is it so hard for me to believe?” Why does doubt seem so easy?”

What if it was a fiery arrow the devilis sending to do one thing, to get me and
you away from faith, away from the protective shield that you and | have been
issued by God Himself. He can’'t knock the shield down. He can't take it from us.
The only way he wins is if we put down the shield of faith, we stop taking up the
shield of faith.

What about you? Can you identify with some fiery arrows in your life? | know |
can. As | was going through that list 'm like, “Oh, yeah. | can see that.” | can see it
before, so | started praying and started looking.

And now | approach my prayer life differently. Now that's just not
happenstance, it's not just the thing that is happening over here. I'm treatfing it as
a fiery arrow that needs to be dealt with, it needs to be extinguished, because if
not it could start fo dismantle my faith.

And if you can't,if you are like, 'I'm going to shooft straight with you, | haven't
seen a fiery arrow in decades. Life is going pretty good for me.  have no
struggle, no opposition, no pain,” | would ask the question, "Am | a threat to the
devil?” And if not, make a move. Start taking ground.




If you are feeling the heat from the arrows, you're going to begin to live
differently. That closeness that you want, that searching that you're doing that's
for a closeness with God.

Some people kind of wrap this idea of depth, ‘I need more from a sermon, |
want more from the church,” | can tell you that when you give more is when you
start moving for God, when you become obedient to Him, when you start taking
ground for the Kingdom, you will find a depth that you've never felt before. You
willreach the places you've never reached before. And, once again, God is
using all of us fogether to work together to grow us in our faith.

For the rest of our time here today, I just want all of us to see, if we're going to
commit to this, if we are going to hold up the shield of faith, what will that look
like? How will l know that I'm holding it up? What help can we provide as a
church?

The first thing that I'm going to give youis really a summary of this whole sermon
in a senfence. Just look at this and I'll walk through each line.

To live alife of faithis to take ground for the Kingdom, to raise the shield, and to
frust that no matter the arrow, the shield of faith will quench the fire before it
consumes me.

So,  would take a picture of this. I just want to work through it line by line.
Because for some of you, you put down the shield. You stopped believing there
was areason fo carry it because you stopped taking ground for the Kingdom.
You live an okay life. You live a quiet life. But you live an undisturbed life.

And what you need in this seasonis to be awakened. You need to pray, "God,
where are you calling me to go? What ground do | need to fake? God awaken
me to the battle and bring me to the front lines.” Are you willing to pray that
prayer?

For others of you, you're convicted right now because it's not the shield of faith
that you are holding up to defend yourself from the trials and the sufferings.
Along the way you starfed picking up a different shield. And the shield of faith
says that it will be the only thing that can and will protect you, but you found
something else over here.

And | don't want to make an exhaustive list, but there is something in your life
that when you picked it up, you felt security and you felt assurance and you felt
confident and you felt hope knowing, "No matter what comes tfo me, as long as |
can hold onto this I'm going to be okay.”




| think what God may be challenging you with right now is that you can’t hold up
fwo shields. It just looks silly. And if you hold up two shields, you're going to
eventually lay down one of them. And | think if you're being honest, you've laid
down the shield of faith and God is calling you to pick it back up.

And the phrase that kept coming to me as | was thinking about the shield and
being protected is, if we pick up the wrong shield it will not only keep things from
us, it willkeep God from us in a sense too. We are not trusting Him to protect us.
Do you want to be kept from what is keeping you from God? Does that make
sense? Do you want to be kept from what is keeping you from God? Because
what it is going to take is sacrifice.

What it's going to take is for you to lay that thing down and to say, “This was a
good thing that | made an ultimate thing. | was seeking refuge and protectionin
it. And | don't want to do it anymore because Irealize that it was helping me in
some ways, but any time | sacrifice closeness with God, any time | disobey
what He's telling me, it's always going to come at aloss.”

So, in this moment, you may need to lay down that shield and to pick up the
shield of faith. “Do I have the right shield? Am I holding up the shield?”
Here's the second thing:

Faith believes that even the enemy's fire, in the Father’'s hands, can forge us into
the likeness of Christ

Do you believe that? Because if you want to talk about one of the things that
destroys people’s faith it's that as they go through life, everything is cool until the
fiery arrows come and they begin to lose faith in God.

But the Bible paints a very different picture of what this life is going to look like.
He just keeps us.. It's not that the arrows don't come, He says He gives us
something that the fire can't penetrate, that the fire will fall It is going to be used,
in the hands of God, fo forge us into the image of Jesus.

| want you to see this in Scripture, 1 Peter, chapter 1, verses 6 through 7:

“So be fruly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you must endure
many trials for a littfle while. These trials will show that your faith is genuine. It is
being tested as fire tests and purifies gold—though your faith is far more
precious than mere gold. So when your faith remains strong through many trials,
it will bring you much praise and glory and honor on the day when Jesus Christ
is revealed to the whole world. (NLT)




Here's what | want you to be able to see. There is areason that God allows the
fiery arrows from the devil What the enemy sends to kill, steal and destroy,
God uses to heal restore, and to bring life, to forge us into the image of Jesus.
The two different pictures we see in Scripture are arrows and a furnace. And
just like gold goes in and all the impurities are removed, God says, “l allow those
arrows to come. And even though the shield stops them, the heat will
sometimes burn off the rough edges.

‘And I need you to trust me in the process. When those arrows come to forge,
move forward. Even though the heat might feel like it gets a little bit hot, | want
you to trust Me that I'm not going to let it burn foo much. And I'm actually going to
use if fo form you into the likeness of Jesus.

"And I'm going to use it in a way that, you've got to trust Me. There is nothing that
can provide what I'm going to provide by allowing you to go through this trial.
You'll still feel the heat, but don't lose faith when the arrows come””

The thing that | want to plead with you today is to lef Him use them. When
Doctor Keller talks about discipline, it's in the sense of controlled suffering. And
that's what it is.

And what if our heavenly Father operates in the same way? Like discipline for
kids, you know it's just like causing some suffering, small suffering now, to save
them from a bigger suffering down the road. And we do this with their attitudes,
we do this with lying, with stealing. We ground them. We punish them. We
provide a little bit of suffering to save them from suffering down the road.

Now, if we take that same picture, if the worst suffering that we could ever
experience is to be separated from God for eternity, what would be
considered lesser suffering than that? What would God be willing to use to get
us there? And the answer is prefty much anything.

So, as you go through and the fiery arrows come and they take more than you
would have ever thought that they would, and life gets harder than you ever
thought it would be, and temptation seems to grow in areas where you've been
praying, and praying, and praying for a miracle, God is calling to us that this is
where faith comes in. This is when you need assurance.

It doesn't feel like it when none of your senses can combat what you are facing.
You need a faith that is greater. That is what Jesus is offering, ‘I need you to
stand in the furnace and trust that I'm doing something, a good work in this.”

And the third thing is this:

Overlap your shields




| think what you'll begin to notice is when we live a life of faith and we begin to
fake ground and we see the arrows that are coming from every direction, we
begin to hold those shields up differently.

And you begin to see, just like Roman soldiers, it wasn't just them protecting
themselves. They could stand up and become a wall,impenetrable. No one
could move throughit. It wasn't just the strength of one, it was the strength of the
person next to them, and the person standing next fo them. They created this
fortress, and they moved.

What if we begin to see the moves that we make in faith as overlapping
shields?

When you come forward for prayer at the end of service, that's what you are
doing, you are locking shields with someone. You are overlapping shields. When
you go to group, this is not a social gathering where you are talking about who
brought the potato salad.

This is a moment where the army is coming fogether in this small unit and we're
talking about how we're taking ground for the Kingdom. We're talking about
fiery arrows. And then we are standing fogether shielding one another from
whatis coming. We are speaking life and encouragement and faith info one
another, continuing to push us forward.

Does your group look like that? Because that's what faith produces within us. It's
the assembling of shields. It is a community of believers who are so locked in
step that it brings fear even to the devil himself. Do you have that? Do you have
that kind of faith?

And | know that at some of our campuses today and probably in every room
there is someone who is saying, I don't have that kind of faith. | don't have that
kind of assurance. If 'm being honest, | feel like I'm on fire right now. The fiery
arrows are allover me and | don't know how to stop them. I just want it fo stop.
And you speak of this God who can stop them””

| just want to tell you that you can leave here with that kind of protection. You
canleave here with a shield of faith. Allit takes is for you fo come to terms with
this, that Jesus is the living hope. Jesus is God Himself. Jesus is the King of this
universe. He's the One who has been given the keys of heaven and earth.

You and |, what we're called to do is place our faith in Him. To say, “I believe that
Jesus is the One who conquered death and sin. He's the One who paid the
penalty for my sin. And now, | confess my belief, | confess my faith in Him. | frust
Him with my life. Not just in this one, but in the one to come.”




That is what it means to place your faith in Jesus. And if that's you, overlap
shields with someone before you leave today and receive that and walk out of
here with assurances, not just where you are going in eternity one day, but
what this week is going to look like. Walk in a confidence that you've never had
before.

And for all of us, we're going to close in worship foday by singing a song of faith.
And it's all centered on the name; it's in the name of Jesus. He is the source of
our faith. He is the One who protects us.

He is the One who we look to, that we have full assurance in because no
matter how many arrows, no matter how hot, no matter what the devil takes,
we stand in confidence knowing that if Jesus went to the cross, if the tomb is
empty, if the fires of hell couldnt stop Jesus, then they can't stop us because the
same Spirit that rests on Him rests on us. The same armor that He had fits fo us
as well

So, if you will would you stand to your feet? | want to bring us to this space, this
battle cry. That there is the name of Jesus that we are going to call upon. Not just
on our death beds, not just in the day when we come out of the baptistry, but
every single day we are going to be armored up. We're going to be faking
ground for the Kingdom. We're going to be standing against the schemes of the
devil. And there is going to be one name that we say over and over and over
again. That's the name we're going to pray in. That's the name we're going o
worship.

So, at all of our campuses, close your eyes and bow your heads.

Father, I thank You that we know a name. We know a name and His name is
Jesus. We know a name that can extinguish every fiery arrow of the devil. We
know a name that can keep us standing. We know a name that can keep us
standing against the schemes of the devil. We know a name that produces a
faith that shakes hellitself. We know a name that brings fear to the demons.
We know a name that brings healing to all people. We know a name that brings
eternity. We know a name that brings a level of love that the world has never
experienced. We know a name.

And, Father, we're going to lift up that name in worship right now. And as we lift
up the name of Jesus, we know that we are creating a solid rock fo worship
from. We know that we are displacing the devil We pray that in this moment as
we lift Your name that arrows fall in different directfions and we will stand, and
every chainis broken. And we will give You and You alone all of the glory.
Jesusitisin Your perfect and holy name we pray. And the church says: Amen.
Let's worship!




