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Hi, it’s so good to be with you Traders Point. Welcome. My name is Ryan. I’m one of the 
pastors around here. And I just want to say that there are so many incredible things 
happening in the life of our church. I just want to put one more on your radar, make sure 
you don’t miss this because it’s coming up really quick. 

This Saturday is our Advanced Commitment Night. This night is where we’re all going to 
get under one roof here at the Northwest campus for what we are praying is a historic 
night in the life of our church. And this night is for anyone who is ready to lead out and 
to go first with a commitment.  

It’s going to be a night of worship, of prayer, our lead pastor is going to deliver a 
message and then there is going to be a time to lead out in that commitment. We even 
have a dessert party afterward. It’s going to be a big night. And we would just love to 
see you there. And if that’s you, no need to RSVP or anything like that. Just show up this 
Saturday at 6 p.m. We would love to have you. 

And as far as today goes, we’re continuing in our series Awaken. If you have your books 
you can go ahead and turn to page 68. Page 68 in your books. And this is a great 
resource to have to take notes in. There are even things throughout the week so that you 
can stay connected to the message and with groups.  

If you don’t have one yet, make sure you stop by the Awaken hub in any of our lobbies. 
Just pick one up before you go. If you are watching online we have a digital copy for 
you. It’s at vision.tpcc.org. 

And here’s what this series has been all about. What does it look like to be awakened in 
this season? Right? What does it look like for God to wake us up? To not just sleepwalk 
or coast through life? We want to be awakened to what He has for us. 

Have you ever been awakened abruptly? Have you ever gone from completely asleep to 
fully awake in seconds? It’s a lot. Right? It’s a different level of alert. 

I know for me, I was sleeping once and my daughter came in poking me, as she does. 
And she said, “Dad, Dad, Dad. My tooth is loose.” Just think about how different kids are 
than adults. As an adult you would never wake someone up with, “My tooth is loose.” 
But I said, “Okay.” And she said, “Can you pull it.” And I’m half asleep.  

So, I just reach in and I find the tooth, pull it out and hand it to her, She’s excited. I’m 
excited. My eyes, I don’t know if they were even opened. I’m slowing back down, going 
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back to sleep and she makes it all the way to the bathroom before she starts screaming. 
And you can hear the tears and the terror in her voice. 

I jump up and I hear her say, “You pulled out the wrong tooth.” I am running down the 
hallway. And I’m like, “I’m not strong enough to pull out an adult tooth. Or am I?”  

Have you ever been so awake that you open your eyes more so that somehow you will 
get some new knowledge? I’m thinking I’m a dentist now and I can tell if I pulled an adult 
tooth or a baby tooth by looking at this hole. I have no idea.  

Here’s the good news. It was just another baby tooth that she didn’t even know was 
loose. So it was a gift. She chose not to have me pull the actual tooth that was loose 
and I thought that was fair.  

But that moment—you know what I mean? Where your heart is beating a little bit faster. 
Your senses are all there. You are awakened in that moment to what is going on.  

What we’ve been doing in this series is saying, “Hey, God has that for us in this season. 
He’s awakening us to the life that He has for us, that John 10:10 life: 

“I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” John 10:10 (ESV) 

We want to be awakened to this rich and good and full life that God has for us. We need 
to hear this today, church. Jesus came to bring a way of life, not a way of death. Alright? 
A way of life that begins right now, in this season.  

What we’ve been saying is, “God, what do You want to do in us and what do You want to 
do through us?” And every week it’s been awakening to something new. Allowing God to 
search us and wake us up.  

AWAKEN TO SIGNIFICANCE 

Last week it was Awakened to Perspective. This week, if you’re taking notes, it’s 
Awakened to Significance. Awakened to Significance. And the verse that we are going to 
start with today is Luke, chapter 12, starting in verse 13. If you have your Bible you can 
go ahead and flip there. If not, everything is going to be on the screen behind me.   

I just want to give us a little bit of content as we get into Luke, chapter 12 as Jesus 
begins to teach us about significance. You see, in this moment you’ve got to know that 
Jesus’ ministry is fully on. Thousands of people are showing up to hear Him preach. 
And this is just a heavy sermon that He is giving here.  

He’s telling these people about their true significance, about their value, how God sees 
them and knows them intimately. He goes as far as to say that God knows you, He even 
knows how many hairs are on the top of your head. And some of my bald brothers are 
not impressed by something like that.  

But that’s a line, “I knew you before you were in your mother’s womb. I know you now. I 
see you. I love you.” And He’s sharing. He wants them to hear about this new kingdom 



that He is bringing and their status in this kingdom, their value, their identity. It’s 
beautiful. 

And in this crowd of people, thousands, you get the picture that there is this one guy, 
elbowing his way through. He can’t contain himself. He has to speak. He is responding 
to what you would think is the greatest message people have ever heard. And then from 
the crowd, he gets to the front and he shouts out: Teacher. Teacher. What is this man 
going to say? Look at this: 

“…please tell my brother to divide our father’s estate with me.’” Luke 12:13 (ESV) 

This was a grown man. Jesus is pouring His heart out telling all about the kingdom, 
telling about the gospel. And he’s like, “Yeah, that’s great. Really quick though, while I 
have you, is there a way that we can do a three-way call with my brother because I need 
a little bit more of the inheritance.”  

Jesus is trying to teach him about true significance and true wealth and the abundant 
life, but this guy just has a one-track mind. He’s focused on this one thing that he thinks 
that he will get and then he will be significant and his heart can be content.  

I love that Jesus doesn’t dismiss him, just like, “Next question. Please vet these 
questions.” No, He sees this man and He has compassion for him. Look at what He 
calls him: 

“Jesus replied, ‘Friend, who made me a judge over you to decide such things as that?’ Then 
he said, ‘Beware! Guard against every kind of greed. Life is not measured by how much you 
own.’” Luke 12:14-15 (NLT) 

See this guy is trying to talk about this one thing over here but Jesus slices through it. 
And He gets to the thing underneath the thing. He gets to the thing that brought this 
man all the way to the front. He gets to the thing that is keeping him from seeing the 
true life and the real life that God wants for him. And the word that is used is: 

GREED 

It’s this man’s greed that blinds him from being able to see what is there. And the way 
Jesus talks about greed is so different than any other thing. Did you see some of the 
language that He uses? Beware. Watch out. When you use language like that, when 
someone can’t see it, when you can see something that they can’t, “Hey, watch out. Look 
out. Heads up,” that’s very different than any other kind of sin. Right?  

With all other sins you know you are doing it when it’s happening. You’re not like, “Wait a 
minute. You’re not my wife.” Right?  

That’s what makes greed so dangerous:  

Greed blinds us 



Greed blinds us. It almost acts like a two-way mirror. Do you remember these? These 
were big back in the 90s sit coms. Every cop show had one of these on display. You had 
the interrogation room where they could see out but no one could see in. And I think 
greed lays that film, that reflective film over our hearts where we can’t see in there. We 
don’t even know that we are greedy, which makes it that much more dangerous.  

How do I know? Guys, I’ve been a pastor now, full-time, for 10 years. And people confess 
all kinds of things to me. Every kind of sin: addiction, abuse, affairs all of it. No one has 
ever sat down and said, “Pastor, thank you for your time. Can we talk about greed? It’s 
really getting the best of me.” No, not once.  

Is it because we don’t struggle with greed as a church, as a people? Maybe. Probably 
not. Maybe it’s because we are blind to it. It’s so hard to even admit because we see 
greed it’s so yuck. Right?  

GREEDY —————————————— GENEROUS 

What I want us to do is, maybe this is helpful, instead of seeing it like so black and 
white, like, “I’m either greedy or I’m generous,” let’s look at it on a spectrum. Right. Let’s 
put greedy on one side and generous on the other, because a lot of us don’t think it is 
hard for us to see it because we think that being greedy is like an evil dictator, that’s like 
the worst of the worst, “I’m not greedy.” It’s hard to see greed. It’s easy to see generous, 
“I’m not that so I probably am this. I’m generous.”  

It’s easy to feel generous. You can be at the grocery store and you’re paying $78.77 
cents and they say, “Hey, would you like to round up?” And you’re like, “You know what? 
Go ahead. I’m going to round up today. And how does that work? Do I get a tax form 
with this? Or, how… It’s 13 cents. How are we doing this?”  

It's much easier to see generosity than it is to see greed. Right? But here’s the thing. To 
say, “I’m not greedy at all is to say that I’m perfectly generous.” It’s to say that I couldn’t 
be more generous with my time, my treasure, my talent.” I don’t know about you but I 
don’t fit into that space. I don’t perfectly handle all of that. I’m not perfectly generous.  

So what this series and what today is about is just saying, “God, awaken me to those 
blind spots that I have, convict me, show me just one step. God, show me how I can 
take a step in my generosity. Show me areas where I am blind and convict me and give 
me the courage to take a step and become more generous.” 

That’s what Jesus is leading to in this teaching. And what He is going to do now is He is 
going to tell a parable, or a story. But remember, the reason He’s telling this story is 
because this guy piped up and he has a problem with greed. He’s missing out on the life 
that God has for him. And Jesus is trying to bring him back and to show him a life of 
true significance. Look at the story He tells:    



“Then he told them a story: ‘A rich man had a fertile farm that produced fine crops. He said 
to himself, “What should I do? I don’t have room for all my crops.” Then he said, “I know! I’ll 
tear down my barns and build bigger ones. Then I’ll have room enough to store all my 
wheat and other goods. And I’ll sit back and say to myself, ‘My friend, you have enough 
stored away for years to come. Now take it easy! Eat, drink, and be merry!’””’ Luke 12:16-19 
(NLT) 

“But God said to him, ‘You fool! You will die this very night. Then who will get everything 
you worked for?’” Luke 12:20 (NLT) 

And here it is: 

“Yes, a person is a fool to store up earthly wealth but not have a rich relationship with 
God.” Luke 12:21 (NLT) 

So let’s break this down. We have a rich man and he has a very big problem. He has too 
much. He doesn’t know what to do with it. What a problem to have. Imagine being in 
group with this guy. Like you’re sitting down this week and everyone in the group is 
sharing their prayer requests. You have this health scare, this diagnosis, and you’re 
asking for prayer. Somebody else has this relational dynamic and she shares what she 
needs.  

And then you get to this guy and he says, “You know what? I don’t even know where to 
start but I just got a call from the bank and they said that they don’t have enough room 
for all of my money. I’m going to have to pull in another bank. I’m going to have to get 
offshore accounts. Could you guys pray for wisdom?” No. You pray for a new group. You 
can’t be here anymore. That’s not a real problem.  

This is the guy. He steps up and he gets to share and he’s a man with a solution. He 
says, “They can’t all physically fit in here.” It’s a real pickle. But he says, “You know 
what?” Part two light bulb moment. You catch his solution?   

“…I’ll tear down my barns and build bigger ones. Then I’ll have room enough to store all my 
wheat and other goods.’” Luke 12:18 (NLT) 

God doesn’t love this solution. I think we can point to a few reasons why. One—there is 
no mention of gratitude. He doesn’t thank God that the reason he has all of this is 
because God gave it to him. There is no generosity. There is no first or best. He just 
immediately gets to, “How can I have more and more. How can I do that? That would be 
great. And one day I’ll be able to sit back and be completely content.”  

But what’s implied about this… The real problem is in verse 21. I want to really hone in 
on this. He says: 

“Yes, a person is a fool to store up earthly wealth but not have a rich relationship with 
God.” Luke 12:21 (NLT) 



Let’s make this clear. What makes this man a fool is not that he has wealth. It’s not that 
he has earthly possessions. Money is neutral. It’s not about what you have, it is about 
what you do with it, how you view it. 

The problem here is in the but not. The problem is when we sacrifice a rich relationship 
with God for earthly wealth because we can serve God or money but not both. There is 
something in this man’s life that makes it seem like he’s willing to sacrifice a rich 
relationship with God to have his earthly riches.  

As I was reading this this week, it is easy to see it in him. But what is it in us? Right? 

Why is earthly wealth so appealing? 

Why are we just willing to trade so much to get that? To have that? What is it? What are 
we really searching for? What is underneath the money? I think it is: 

SIGNIFICANCE 

If we can just acquire enough, then I will be enough. I will be significant if I can show 
what I have. If I can acquire enough I’ll have security. If I have enough (I think this is the 
big one) I’ll feel safe. You hear it? I’ll feel like I’m finally in control. Then I will have 
significance. Then I will feel like I’m enough. 

And when we begin to look to money to bring us that, to bring us significance, that’s 
when we begin to worship our wealth and possessions. And maybe you’re like, “That’s a 
little strong, bro. I don’t think I worship my wealth and possessions.”  

I’m not saying you get up in the morning and you open up your bank account and you 
sing to it. To worship is to ascribe worth to. And we are smart creatures. Whatever it is 
in our life that we think will bring us ultimate significance and security, we will begin to 
move it higher and higher up the totem pole. It will become the thing.  

But church, can I just say this? And please hear this. There is not a dollar amount big 
enough that can possibly give your soul the significance that it was created for.  

We are significant and it’s not because of how much we have. It’s not because of what 
we’ve done. It’s because of whose we are and it’s because of whose image we bear. 
That alone gives us significance before we ever do anything.  

And this is modeled perfectly at the baptism of Jesus. I want to read this. We’re going to 
talk about this. Right? So take a look at this. Jesus is being baptized: 

“After his baptism, as Jesus came up out of the water, the heavens were opened and he 
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and settling on him. And a voice from heaven 
said, ‘This is my dearly loved Son, who brings me great joy.’” Matthew 3:16-17 (NLT) 

This is My Son who brings me great joy. I want you to think about this. When did Jesus 
get baptized? At the beginning. Jesus got baptized before His ministry, before the 
miracles, before the cross. Before He did anything He was significant. Before He did 



anything He was a Son. Before He did anything God found great joy in Him because He 
was His.  

Church, can we just hone in on that right now? You are significant. As a follower of 
Jesus, as a member of His body, as fellow heirs of Jesus, you are significant. You are a 
son or a daughter and nothing can steal that significance from you. 

And this is what I think gave Jesus so much power as He went through life. He wasn’t 
tempted by all of these other things. He didn’t fall into that temptation because He knew 
whose He was. His significance was solidified. He had everything He needed from God, 
which allowed Him to live a very different and perfect life. He was already significant.  

See, this is why greed is such a big deal to God. This is why God and the church talk so 
much about money, because money, more so than anything else, creates the best 
counterfeit to God. Money, more so than anything else pulls us away from worshipping 
God. It promises to do what God has said that only He can do. He even begins to tell us 
who we are. This is why greed is such a big deal.  

And what makes it even a bigger a problem is that we can’t even see it coming. And a 
lot of times, greed doesn’t just show up that easily. It’s not just seeing that we are being 
selfish. That would be too easy to see. A lot of times it hides behind security, it hides 
behind safety, it can even masquerade as being responsible, “I’m not greedy. I’m a saver. 
What are you talking about?” 

And hear me. The Bible says to save. There is wisdom in that. You should save. But 
saving isn’t ultimate. Just because we save doesn’t mean we don’t have to wrestle with 
our motives for why we are saving and what we are saving for.  

Pastor Aaron mentioned last week that there are even more passages in Scripture 
cautioning us on over saving than passages encouraging us to save. We looked at 
Matthew 6 last week, Luke 12, and today we’re going to put more of that tension in here. 
It’s not as black and white. It’s not as easy as do this and do that.  

But we’re going to see a teaching that comes from 1 Timothy, chapter 6. And in this Paul 
is cautioning us on over saving and over valuing and over amassing stuff in this world 
here. I know I struggle with it. Maybe you do too. It even answers the question: If life 
isn’t measured by those things, then what is it measured by? Take a look at this. 1 
Timothy, chapter 6, verse 6. It says: 

 “Yet true godliness with contentment is itself great wealth. After all, we brought nothing 
with us when we came into the world, and we can’t take anything with us when we leave it.” 
What a perspective. “So if we have enough food and clothing, let us be content.” 1 
Timothy 6:6-8 (NLT) 

Do you see how he is saying the same thing here? Life is not measured by how much 
you own. Someday soon somebody else will own all of it. That is not great wealth. Great 



wealth comes from having a rich relationship with God. It’s about storing up heavenly 
riches, living for eternity, sending my treasure where I want my heart to be.  

And then he gives us this new equation to begin looking at wealth from a different side. 
He says: 

Great wealth = godliness with contentment 

He says that great wealth is actually godliness with contentment. Is that how you would 
answer it? If someone this week said, “Hey, are you wealthy?” Are you like, “Well, that 
depends. Do you mean godliness with contentment? Because then yes.” No, when we 
think about wealth, when we think about abundance a lot of times it’s attached to a 
dollar sign—it’s attached to this or that.  

But Jesus and Paul are talking about true significance and contentment that are not 
attached to anything. It’s contentment that doesn’t rely on a dollar amount, a certain 
square footage, or even the perfect life circumstances. To be content, he says, comes 
with godliness.  

Here’s just a simple definition of what godliness is. It means that I want to be with God 
and I want to be like God. He says if you make your life about that, that contentment is 
great wealth alone.  

In Philippians 4, Paul would go on to say that this is actually the secret to being content 
in any situation. He said, “I’ve had a lot and I’ve had nothing. And the secret is this, to 
have Jesus. It is in Him. By Christ I have the strength to do all things.” 

So maybe you’re on that rat race right now. And I just want to speak lovingly with this 
truth: 

Until Jesus is enough, nothing else will ever be 

Until Jesus is enough, nothing else will ever be. We spend our lives chasing after it, 
thinking it’s just one away. That’s what this man thought. He said, “I’m one barn away, 
then I’ll have contentment, then I’ll sit back and then I’ll eat, drink, and be merry. I will 
have no worries.”  

But what Jesus is offering here is contentment that comes from the cross, which says 
that Jesus already is enough. It says that because of what He did on the cross He’s 
already done more for me than I deserve, He’s done more for me than I could ever ask 
for. Because I have that, I have more than enough no matter what earthly situation I find 
myself in. I am content because of the finished work of Jesus on the cross. 

And here’s what he’s getting to. Until we make that claim, until we start living like it’s 
true, if there is a gap, if we’re living like we need more, we’re going to fill that gap with 
something. Something else will try to step in to fill what Jesus alone can fill. That’s what 
Paul points to in this next verse. He says: 



“But people who long to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many foolish and 
harmful desires that plunge them into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is the 
root of all kinds of evil. And some people, craving money, have wandered from the true 
faith and pierced themselves with many sorrows.” 1 Timothy 6:9-10 (NLT) 

I just want us to talk about how serious greed is, how dangerous, and how real. We’ve 
already talked about it like a two-way mirror over our hearts and we can’t see in to that. 
We don’t even know the depths of our greed. And now it says that if we’re not careful 
we’ll go through life and greed will put blinders on us. So we cannot only see in, but we 
can’t even see out.  

We don’t realize that we are living for these things that will never be enough, believing 
that we are just one away and one away. He said it’s easy to see how foolish the man 
was when he just wanted to build some bigger barns. But to him he was just one away. I 
just want to ask you today: 

WHAT WOULD “MORE” MEAN FOR YOU? 

Chances are you already have an idea of more. If you had this, then these things would 
be true. And if I got more, I would have the thing that I’ve always been wanting. I would 
have more in retirement. I would have a bigger and better version of what I already have. 
And none of these things are bad. A lot of us, though, already have a plan before it 
comes. But would more really make us more generous? It’s a trap that we can’t even see 
until it’s too late.  

We begin in this lie, “I’ll be generous once I get content. Once I get all of these things 
that I need and all of these things that I want, then I’ll be in a space to be generous, 
because I will find contentment.” And we live with this in the background: more money, 
more money then I will be content. And along the way we don’t even realize, we don’t 
see it, but we begin to put more trust and more trust into money and less trust and less 
trust into God.  

So what would it look like to have a plan for more, to be generous with more? Because 
that gap is going to get filled with something. And here’s just a way that I know that I’m 
taking steps in my generosity. I have a gap between how I could live and how I choose 
to live. I have a gap between how I could live and how I choose to live.  

Some people at our campuses, that gap, that margin is razor thin. We’re talking about 
very small things that you could do if you wanted to, but you’re choosing not to.  

Or you’re laying that down in hopes that it will allow you to be more generous. That it will 
allow you to become more dependent on God. And you say, “You know, I could get 
Starbucks every day this week. I could go out to dinner. I could go with some friends 
over there, but I’m laying all of that down. I’m choosing to live a different way so that I 
can be generous.” For some it’s razor thin.  



For some the margins are very, very wide. And it’s not cups of coffee, it’s really at the 
place of another house, another car, another vacation—the really big things that you 
could do and you have every right to do. You’ve worked hard. But it’s coming to this 
place and saying, “I’m going to lay that down so that I can live a generous life.”  

And that gap, as we go through life, gets bigger and bigger, even when more money 
doesn’t come. Think about that. Because even when more money doesn’t come, 
godliness still does.  

I realize more and more what’s a necessity and what’s a luxury. And I realize that when I 
begin to place God over everything else, the thing that brings me the most joy isn’t that 
thing, or that new thing over there, it’s actually honoring God with everything that I have 
and trusting Him and getting to see what my generosity does here on earth, knowing 
that I’m storing up treasures in heaven. Come on. I realize more and more what’s a 
necessity and what is a luxury.  

And in verse 17 he gives a beware or a watch out of his own. He says: 

“Teach those who are rich in this world not to be proud and not to trust in their money, 
which is so unreliable. Their trust should be in God, who richly gives us all we need for our 
enjoyment.” 1 Timothy 6:17 (NLT) 

And this is a warning. Right? Don’t let money make you proud. Don’t let  money make 
you arrogant. Don’t let money make you think that you are better off than anyone else 
because you have a little bit more. Don’t fall into that trap either. He says, “Instead, place 
your faith in God. Start trusting Him.” And to place your trust in God is just another way 
of saying: have faith.  Believe that He is with you.  

Think about this, just logically, for a moment. If money is the most important thing in 
your life, if money is ultimate, if that’s what we’re worshipping and that’s what we’re 
believing gives us the most significance and security and safety we’ll search for it. 

And chances are it’s not that hard. We will get more of it and more of it. But what will it 
cause us to do? We will just want more and more money. Flip it though. What would it 
look like if instead of that, we give the alternative to that? What if instead of trusting in 
that you begin to trust in God. What would that look like?  

Do you see what he said? He says:  

“Their trust should be in God, who richly gives us all we need for our enjoyment.” 1 
Timothy 6:17b (NLT) 

Think about that. Money has a tendency, even though it’s neutral, to lead us to greed. 
The temptation lures us away and distracts. And maybe we get more and more but 
maybe we become arrogant and more greedy.  

But he says, “No, no. I want you to be like God.” And if you make your life about being 
godly, “I want to be with God. I want to be like God,” what’s that look like? You’ll become 



more like Him. And what is God like? He’s the most generous being in the universe. The 
most generous act this world has ever known and will ever know is that God emptied 
heaven, God sent Jesus. For He so loved the world that He gave His only Son.  

And Jesus lived the most generous life this world has ever known, steeped in 
significance, wrapped in security, but at the same time wrapped in flesh and bones. He 
lived perfectly. And He went through this life living for me and for you and was even 
willing to give His life for us, going to a cross. He died for me and you.  

But He didn’t remain dead. Our God rose, defeated sin and death, proving that He is the 
One who should be trusted. And God still wasn’t done giving. He said, “If you place your 
faith in Me, if you trust in Me, I will give you My very Spirit, the same Spirit that raised 
Jesus from the grave, now I will give Him to you. Think about this generous God.  

That’s the life. That’s the life to be awakened to. That’s the life to be reminded of, that’s 
what He has us here for. And that’s what we should really be placing our trust in and 
finding our significance in. 

Paul is going to end here, which I love, with just a way that we can know how… If we’re 
falling into that trap, if we’re moving away from generosity, if we’re leaning too much on 
our resources and not enough on God, take a look at what he says. He says: 

“Tell them to use their money to do good. They should be rich in good works and generous 
to those in need, always being ready to share with others. By doing this they will be storing 
up their treasure as a good foundation for the future so that they may experience true life.” 
1 Timothy 6:18-19 (NLT) 

We can’t get away from that, this true life, this abundant life, what God is awakening us 
to. And what I love about this is that we can see this. We can see these things. With too 
much greed, we talked about the two-way mirror and the blinders that blind us to all of 
these things. But we can see this.  

And here’s the thing I just want to walk through, and if you’re taking notes as you write 
this down, just put at the top of the page: 

AM I 

Am I, and let’s just walk through what he listed here.  

Am I 

USING MY MONEY TO DO GOOD 

I may be coming into a little bit more money. I may have more freedom, more options, 
and I may be using it for a lot of things. But am I using it for good? Am I sending my 
treasure where I want my heart to be? Am I building up, storing up heavenly riches? Or 
am I really just looking to, what is it like to build a few more barns here on earth?  



This is what I love about being a part of a church like this. We all come together and we 
give what we have, using our money to do good, and the impact is huge. It’s not just 
here in our communities, or our city, or our state, it is around the world. We’re using our 
money to do good.  

Am I 

RICH IN GOOD WORKS 

This is a big one. Maybe you’ve experienced some success. Money has been coming in 
but that money always comes with a price. And it’s causing you to work late, it’s causing 
you to take away from other spaces. And you’re in that place of, “I wish I could serve 
more. I wish I could be more involved. I wish I could be more present.” That may be a 
space to speak into and say, “What would it take for me to be rich in good works in this 
season?  

Am I  

GENEROUS TO THOSE IN NEED 

Or maybe, if you’re being honest, you have those blinders on and you don’t even see the 
needs of those around you.  

Am I 

ALWAYS READY TO SHARE 

Are you always ready to share? Are you always in that space? Have you lived in such a 
way that you have the margin that whenever opportunity comes you can step into it and 
you can be generous?  

Listen, as you work through these this week there is no shame. This is what this series 
is for. To engage. To wrestle. To give these back to God and say, “God, I want to be more 
like this. I want to be more like You. Generous like You. Help me.” 

Here’s the thing. If a fool is someone who is willing to trade a rich relationship with God 
for earthly riches, I think if we flip that we can say then that means someone who is 
wise is willing to sacrifice earthly riches to make sure that we maintain a good and 
abundant and rich relationship with God. 

Remember what we’re doing in this series, “God, what does it look like to awaken me 
and to take one step closer to You? One step to be more like You?”  

AWAKEN TO SIGNIFICANCE 

  

And this has been our prayer for our church, “God, would You awaken us to significance? 
True significance. True contentment.” 



What we want to do right now at all of our campuses, if you would just stand with us. 
I’m going to pray and then we’re going to go back into a time of worship.  

And we’re going to stand in true significance, not chasing anything, secure in who we 
are and Whose we are. We remember what brings significance, the fact that we are sons 
and daughters of God. Our lives—we are heaven focused, we are looking ahead, 
anxiously awaiting the day God comes back.  

But in the meantime we’re not just waiting sitting on our hands. And this life isn’t about 
storing up more and more. It’s not about building these perfect palaces that we can live 
in and one day we get to leave. No. It’s about building the kingdom of God. You and I 
have been invited into this as family with God to do the most important work.  

If you’re looking for significance, let be in your sonship, let it be in the fact that you are a 
daughter of God. If you’re looking for significance, it’s not in what you do here on the 9 
to 5, “What do I do? I’ve been tasked with partnering with God to bring heaven to earth. 
That’s what I do. That’s what I have given my life to. No greater purpose.”  

So would you join us in prayer? And if you’re bold enough today, pray, “God awaken us to 
significance.” Would you pray with us? 

Father, we come before You today. God, overwhelm us by Your generosity.  

God, we don’t want to make a move out of guilt. We don’t want to make a move out of 
shame. God, we want to make a move out of love like You did. God, we want to respond 
with gratitude. We want to be reminded every single day that You already went all in.  

You are the only One to be trusted. You are the only One big enough to hold us. You are 
the only One big enough to quench the thirst. You are the only One big enough to stop 
the greed in our hearts.  

So, God, we offer ourselves to You. God, shine Your light into the darkness. God, expose 
us for who we are and help us to take a step to be more generous, to be more like You. 
God, help us to bring heaven to earth. God, help us to bring the gospel the Good News of 
what real significance is and how contentment can be found.  

Jesus, we worship You. Jesus, we love You. Jesus, awaken us. The time is now.  

Father, it is in Your perfect and holy name we pray. And the church says: Amen. 

 


